
Gulf of St Vincent East Coast 
 

 
 

This section of coast line offers very enjoyable cruising in settled summer weather.  The south easterly winds and afternoon sea breezes make for lively sailing, and the 
coastal scenery is interesting. 
 
In the evening after the sea breeze dies, strong gully winds are sometimes experienced, which can make the anchorages uncomfortable but not unsafe. 
 

 



Blanche Point Shelter from       NE – E – SE 
  

Indicative Anchoring Position 
35° 14.5’S   138° 27.8’E 

Note.     Indicative anchoring positions are for reference only and should not be used as waypoints. 
The best position for anchoring depends on many factors including vessel draft, tide, and forecast 
wind. 

 
 

 

 
 
Blanche Point is an attractive anchorage at the southern end of Maslins Beach. A small reef extends 
north west from the headland, and provides some shelter from the SW swell. Holding is good in sand, 
and the best position is tucked in to the south-eastern corner of the bay, but even there the SW swell 
can still be uncomfortable. 
 
Shore access is easy, but remember that Maslins is a nudist beach and you should choose your attire 
appropriately! 
 

  

 

 

 



 



 



Myponga Beach Shelter from       E – SE - S 
  

Indicative Anchoring Position 
35° 22.2’S   138° 23.2’E 

Note.     Indicative anchoring positions are for reference only and should not be used as waypoints. 
The best position for anchoring depends on many factors including vessel draft, tide, and forecast 
wind. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
This is a very small bay well protected from the south by a high headland. The eastern side of the bay 
has a sandy bottom and the holding is good. The western side has a rocky bottom and anchoring is 
not recommended.  The bay is occasionally subject to severe gully winds. 
 
It is located about halfway between Outer Harbor and Kangaroo Island, and is therefore a useful 
overnight stop There is often a significant shore break, so a dinghy landing can be difficult. 
 

  

 

 

 



 



 



Wirrina Cove Shelter from       All Directions 
  

Marina Entrance 
35° 30.0’S   138° 14.35’E 

Note.  The marina entrance position is for reference only and should not be used as a waypoint.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Wirrina Cove is an all weather harbour and marina. It is a private development which has a very 
troubled financial history. At the time of writing (September 2020), the manager of the marina is 
involved in a long-running legal dispute with berth owners and the SA government, so it is not 
possible to give meaningful contact information. 
 
The facilities and land based infrastructure are basic, and this location is best thought of as a secure 
place to spend the night when there is some doubt about the suitability of much nicer anchorages 
nearby, namely Second Valley and Rapid Bay. 
 

  

 

 

 



 



 



Second Valley Shelter from       E – SE – S 
  

Indicative Anchoring Position 
35° 30.6’S   138° 13.1’E 

Note.     Indicative anchoring positions are for reference only and should not be used as waypoints. 
The best position for anchoring depends on many factors including vessel draft, tide, and forecast 
wind. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
This anchorage is a small cove in Yankalilla Bay about one mile south west of Wirrina Cove. It is 
sheltered from the south and, to some extent from the south west, by a rocky headland extending 
approximately 200 metres from the shore. The best anchoring position is east of the jetty where the 
bottom is sand and the holding good. 
 
Shore access can be tricky due to the rocky shore line. 
 

  

 

 



 



 



Rapid Bay Shelter from       E – SE – S 
  

Indicative Anchoring Position 
35° 31.3’S   138° 11.4’E 

Note.     Indicative anchoring positions are for reference only and should not be used as waypoints. 
The best position for anchoring depends on many factors including vessel draft, tide, and forecast 
wind. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Rapid Bay is a large and open bay, and is the last recognized anchorage before entering Backstairs 
Passage on the way to Kangaroo Island. There is a decommissioned jetty towards the western end 
of the bay, and the recommended anchorage is east of this jetty. 
 
The bottom is weed on sand, and the holding is good, but the achorage is occasionally subject to 
severe gully winds. 
 
Shore access is tricky due to a partly rocky beach and a significant shore break. 
 

  

 

 



 



 


