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1. OVERVIEW 

 

 

If you have a hankering for remote and desolate offshore places the West and Far 
West Coast of South Australia is well worth a visit. 

The notes which follow are incomplete observations of that area partially compiled 
from three cruises in 1999, 2001 and 2002, each of about a months duration in 
settled summer/autumn weather in the yacht Pronto a fourth in Steve Siebert' s 
Adagio in 2013 and an exploratory road trip in the late 1990s. 

In February 2002 as part of the Flinders bicentenary celebrations we were able to 
follow Flinders voyage of discovery from the Isles of St Francis in Nuyt's Archipelago 
to Memory Cove where a memorial service was held for those members of the crew 
of the Investigator who were lost in Thorney Passage. This trip also coincided with 
an exploratory expedition by scientists from SARDI into the unique submarine sea 
life in the vicinity of the Archipelago where a series of oceanic currents meet.  

Unlike “One And All,” “Young Endeavour” ” Enterprize” and the other official vessels 
we had no commitments ashore at the various coastal ports and were thus able to 
follow Flinders route and be at the same places at the same times (often to the 
hour!) as he was precisely 200 years ago in weather conditions which were almost 
identical to those so graphically reported by him. 

These notes also represent a consolidation of the notes made by my late father who 
was master of some of the small coastal ships which serviced the area and 
sometimes its lighthouses in the 1950s and early 60s until the services were 
overtaken by road transport. 

None of these expeditions would have been possible without the tutelage and 
inspiration of the late Colin Haselgrove OBE a yachtsmen of formidable abilities and 
leadership who inspired all in ways not confined to seagoing. 

In addition I have included the wisdom passed on to me both written and in 
conversation with my friend and mentor the late Captain D.P (Pep) Manthorpe, 
maritime pilot, square rig ship master mariner and all round yachtsmen 
extraordinaire who spent many years of his retirement at Coffin Bay bringing his vast 
experience to bear on his own exploration of the western bays and islands gleaned 
in his years as harbourmaster at Thevenard, and Port Lincoln. Pep spent many 
hours explaining to me the challenges and joys of cruising the west coast 
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I also acknowledge the debt to my friend, the late Ion Ullett with whom I shared an 
interest in amateur exploration and who enjoyed cruises to this fascinating area. His 
chartlets of Avoid and Hill Bays are both precise and easy to follow. 

I have attempted to be as comprehensive as possible in identifying those 
anchorages I have personally experienced, those about which I have information 
which I regard as reliable but have not experienced and of those which have some 
recognition even though I would not expect them to be particularly suitable. For 
example, I can't think of any circumstances under which I would be likely to stay 
overnight at Fishery Bay except after several days of N weather and when the usual 
long low SW swell has flattened off although it might otherwise be a suitable place 
for lunch. 

I have incorporated references to both the 1973 and 2011 Editions of the Admiralty 
Sailing Directions (Australia Pilot) as the earlier editions provided more detailed 
information relating to the now disused outports. 

These notes extend from roughly Southeast to Northwest, in a direction opposite to 
that set out in the Sailing Directions, the route taken by Flinders in 1802 and the 
sailing ships which followed. This is on the assumption that the yachtsman is 
approaching from and will return to Port Adelaide. 

An attempt has been made to identify the material used for each potential destination 
at the risk of tiresome repetition and to refer, if possible to some of the historical and 
scientific information available and include that information in the relevant note for 
the particular destination. 

Google Images graphically illustrate the surrounding topography of most of the major 
anchorages although excessive pixilation in some areas (e.g. Southern Streaky Bay) 
obscures significant detail. 

There is some information regarding tide times and ranges which are particularly 
important for negotiating the entrances to Coffin Bay, Venus Bay and Waterloo Bay 
as well as predicting the best fishing times. 

The coast runs in a Northwest Southeasterly direction from Cape Catastrophe to 
Port Eyre near the head of the Great Australian Bight. 

The non-stop distance from Port Adelaide to Ceduna via the Neptunes is roughly 
350nm. There and back is the equivalent of sailing from Sydney to Hobart, if the 
extra distance of tacking into the South-easterlies is not taken into account. 

Latitude at Ceduna is only a few miles south of Pt Augusta and is further north than 
Sydney. The weather is not influenced by Kangaroo Is. Summer weather can be very 
hot and the sea breezes strong. 
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Water is not abundant in any of the offshore islands and speedy assistance if trouble 
strikes may be days away. Planning to be entirely self-sufficiency for at least fortnight 
is recommended. 

I have a lasting memory of a northern island shimmering bright red like Ayers Rock 
with rising currents of hot air contrasted with the pale blue and windless ocean on a 
searing summer morning. 

It is possible to easily reach the Northwest extremity of your proposed trip from 
Adelaide in a few days with a well crewed yacht running downwind in prevailing 
settled summer SE winds 

The return journey is quite a different matter. Headwinds almost double the distance 
and may triple the time although the prevailing SE winds often bend to the East 
along the coast at night making the return journey in one or two legs with luck and 
some good management . 

Spare a thought for Flinders attempting to coax an unweatherly square rigger up 
wind without any knowledge of what might lie ahead and accurately charting that 
which he had already seen. 

In settled summer weather the life of cruising yachtsmen is dictated by the prevailing 
SE winds which have rolled up the coast for thousands of years. 

In hot weather the prevailing wind is overlaid with a SSW sea breeze commencing 
early afternoon and often reaching 25 to30 kn in mid to late afternoon and extending 
to late evening or sometimes into dawn or early the following morning. 

The swell is usually long and low from the Southwest with South to Southeasterly 
wind chop overlaid. It can get quite challenging particularly close inshore in way of 
strong tides and shallower water. 

Occasionally a wayward summer cold front will stray North bringing with it a day or 
two of fresh winds clocking from the Northeast through to Southwest and South, then 
Southeast and slowly moderating over the next few days as the system moves East. 
This usually occurs with less frequency and vigour than that experienced further 
South near Kangaroo Island. 

My father and his contempories, armed with an aneroid barometer and A grade 
eyeballs and years of experience only always maintained that Southeast winds 
lasted for “ 3, 6 or 9 days”. I have no idea whether this had any scientific basis but 
my own amateur observations over more than 50 years of sailing show that it has 
more than a grain of truth. 

There is also a small chance of the influence of an occasional monsoonal tongue 
reaching down from the North as it did to us when anchored at Yannerbie (Northern 
Sceale Bay) in 1999. Fortunately there is safe shelter from all of these conditions. 
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The longest hop is between Port Adelaide and one of the two best “jump off" spots 
for the West Coast, Avoid or Coffin bays thereafter most of the anchorages are 
within a half days sail. 

As always the choices are weather dependant. 

For my part and given time, I would prefer to start on the North coast of K.I, South 
Neptune then Avoid Bay if possible or alternatively Memory Cove then Avoid Bay. 

Pt Lincoln is somewhat off the track and it is easy to lose a day or two of good 
weather enjoying the delights of the town. 

It is best to take every advantage of an early morning calm leaving before dawn and 
breakfasting on the way. 

In this way, arriving at your selected destination before lunch allows time to 
circumnavigate an island explore the surrounds, catch a fish or two and survey the 
proposed anchorage when the sun is high and visibility is good before the sea 
breeze sets in. 

This is particularly so on the return journey from NW when the passage is almost 
always up wind and into the prevailing SE wind. 

Usually a leisurely afternoon can be spent exploring ashore or fishing from the 
dinghy in sheltered waters. 

There is no fixed route for a West Coast cruise. Aim for a destination and not a 
timetable. . 

The most important factors are wind weather and inclination. 

Assuming settled summer weather, I would choose to overnight at either Pt Sir Isaac 
or Avoid Bay and then decide whether to head offshore for Greenly, Pearson, 
Flinders islands calling at the Waldegraves and or Franklins on the way.  

In this way the offshore and, in my opinion the most spectacular territory can be 
enjoyed first leaving you free to return on the journey back to Adelaide. 

Do not hesitate to spend as long as possible at Greenly, Pearson or Flinders Islands 

The various anchorages on the mainland are interesting and spectacular but most 
can be reached by road if need be. 

There is no reason why one should not zigzag between, say Greenly and one of the 
mainland anchorages should you choose to do so. 

On our return journeys up wind we had no alternative but to tack between the islands 
and the mainland anchorages. 
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This enabled us to stay overnight or longer at most of the anchorages or otherwise 
explore and anchor for lunch at others. 

On one occasion a strong westerly change enabled us to make Memory Cove from 
Petrel Bay on St Francis Island in one long leg in one full day and night. 

No one could claim expertise based on four or five visits to these remote places in 
the best times of the year even if the material is supplemented by expert 
commentary from professional mariners with years of experience in the area. 

As always the notes are intended to be a guide only and no liability is accepted for 
them. 

There is no substitute for local knowledge especially from the few professional 
fishermen who operate from the area. 

These notes are dedicated to those from whom I learnt the science and sometimes 
challenging art of cruising and those who learnt with me. 

 

 

 

NAUTICI CAVETTE. 

 

THE IMAGES AND CHARLETS CONTAINED WHICH FOLLOW ARE FOR 
ILLUSTRATION AND EXPLANATION OF THE TEXT ONLYAND ARE NOT TO BE 

USED FOR NAVIGATION 
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2. WEST COAST   NEPTUNE ISLANDS.  

 

The Neptune Islands consist of two pairs of islands standing at the Southwest 
entrance to Spencer Gulf. 

They are the most southerly of a chain of inselbergs (Island Mountains) which 
include Greenly, Pearson, Flinders, St Francis islands and which probably extends 
past Nuyts Reef, Northwest of Ceduna. 

They are characteristically of black granite, capped to varying degrees by decaying 
limestone (calcerite) and are surrounded by deep water. 

Over the millennia the decaying limestone has blown into the sea on the leeward 
side of the islands forming the white clear sandy anchorages we enjoy today. 

The chart records the presence of a magnetic anomaly in the vicinity of the Neptunes 
which is attributed in part to the vast field of iron ore which extends from North of Iron 
Baron near Whyalla under the Eyre Peninsular and to seaward at least as far as the 
Neptunes. which may have contributed to the wrecking of the coastal ship Yandra on 
the western side of the south island on the evening of 25 January 1959 . 

Robinson et al report the presence of a particular type of haematite found on South 
Neptune. 

The South and Southwest sides of the Islands are battered by the relentless 
prevailing Southwest ocean swell and are a mass breaking waves with foam, spume 
and deep backwash.  

Flinders is said to have named these islands in 1802, "for none but Neptune would 
wish to claim them". 

Shipping coming from the Cape of Good Hope needed to identify and avoid the 
Neptunes and Low Rocks and pass between them and the west coast of Kangaroo 
Island when inward bound to Adelaide, Pt Lincoln and other gulf outports-no mean 
feat after the long Easterly run below 40 S from the Cape!  

Somewhat belatedly, and because of a wreck on the island and others on the nearby 
coast of Kangaroo island a cast iron navigational light was installed on the highest 
point of South Neptune in 1900 to supplement the light at Cape Borda. The light 
structure had previously been located off Port Adelaide. 

Since the Neptune light was automated, the old iron structure has been relocated at 
the end of Commercial Rd Port Adelaide as part of the Maritime Museum. 
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2.1 SOUTH NEPTUNE ISLAND 
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There is hardy vegetation stubbornly clinging to isolated pockets of soil. (Robinson et 
al) 

There are no large-scale charts of the islands and the last residents, who drew or the 
accompanying chartlet left in the mid-1980s . 

By far the most spectacular is the southern island of the South Neptunes .The sole 
anchorage is in a large area of white sand about 300 metres N of  the southernmost 
extension of the small cove off the sandy beach. 

This provides shelter from Northwest through West, to Southerly winds. Some 
protection in light SE is afforded by the breaking reef extending SE from the southern 
island. 

There is not, as reported on the RSAYS website, any Easterly shelter 

Even in moderate South-easterly conditions the swell rolls around the corner of the 
East point of the island making the anchorage uncomfortable and sometimes 
untenable. 

The small jetty was demolished in about 1999.There is a rusty shed a short distance 
inland.  

The classic lighthouse keepers cottages, painted white with (I think) a slate roof were 
still intact on my last visit . 

Landing is possible on the beach with care and absent any significant swell. 

In a westerly gale the breaking seas booming relentlessly against the cliffs the west 
side of the island sends clouds of spray over the top of the island and the anchorage 
which remains safe and snug. This is a memorable experience. 

Shelter may also be obtained on the eastern side of the northernmost island in sand 
although I have not experienced this anchorage in anything but moderate W winds. 

Maintaining the light required three keepers who resided on the island with their 
families. 

The keepers were relieved annually and the posting earned the nickname "Alcatraz". 
They were usually supplied by small trading ships but in later years the 
Commonwealth Government provided a dedicated ship ,the Cape Pillar. 

The chartlet accurately shows most of the topography of the two southern islands. 
The passage between Big Ben and the northern island is almost always a mass 
breaking waves and foam and although there are stories to the contrary, it is difficult 
to imagine that the passage is ever navigable. 

The two submerged rocks, Peeping Tom and Tiny Tim usually break and are readily 
identifiable. 



17 
 

I am unable to say whether the emergency airstrip is still usable.  Presumably the 
automatic light is now serviced by helicopter. 

Both pairs of Neptune Islands are frequented by commercial operations offering 
shark cage diving and there is a current controversy about the extent of that activity. 

 

2.2 NORTH NEPTUNE 

Less spectacular are the North Neptune Islands. They are lower and with much more 
vegetation and wildlife. 

The northern island is a conservation park and landing is not allowed without a 
permit. 
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I have had limited experience with the North Neptune Islands. I have anchored in 
Main Bay where indicated on the image but only in moderate conditions 

Both islands are National Parks and landing is prohibited except with a demonstrable 
scientific interest. We have caught whiting amongst the patches. 

There were some semi permanent moorings in the bay. The islands are home to 
Short Tailed Shearwaters (mutton birds),Sea Eagles, Australian Sea Lions and New 
Zealand Fur seals. 

There are no Black Tiger Snakes as on almost all neighbouring islands but Robinson 
et al reports the presence of some Brown Snakes. 

The southern islands were once the rounding mark of the Neptune Island Race 
usually scheduled annually for the Australia Day long weekend in January. It was the 
only offshore race conducted in SA waters which had any "ocean" component. 

Unfortunately, shortage of time, lack of confidence, family commitments, overzealous 
safety requirements has meant that this worthy event has not been sailed for many 
years. 

One can only hope that it will be resurrected as it required 2 to 3 full days of 
competitive sailing, the setting of watches, provisioning and the need to ensure that 
the yacht was in top condition. 

I won't stay to repeat the story of the wrecking of the Yandra and the rescue efforts  
by RSAYS members competing in the Neptune Island Race as Peter Last has 
written on it.(SQ December 2012.) 

I was in contact (2013) with Billy McGuinness, the bosun who, along with Norm 
Griffin played a heroic role in rescuing his fellow crew members and wrote a book 
about the stranding .It is/was available at the maritime museum.  
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3. WEST COAST – WILLIAMS ISLAND  . 

 

Williams Island stands at the western entrance to Thorney Passage and two miles 
South of the small rocky promontory which divides the indent between Cape 
Catastrophe to the East and West Point to the West. 

I have been unable to find any detailed maps of Williams Island but a Google image 
follows: 

.  

 

Safe but often uneasy anchorage is to be found according to draught in the North 
facing “u” shaped cove on the North side of the island. 

The holding is good in sand, some weed and an occasional rock but the water is 
sufficiently clear most of the time to avoid embarrassing entanglements. 

Shelter is to be found in Westsouthwest through South to Southeast conditions. 
There may be some shelter in Easterly weather but I have not experienced it. 
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Approach is achieved from a position about 1 mile North of the centre of the white 
beach at the southernmost part of the u with the beach wide-open and then steering 
for the centre of the white beach until the desired depth is reached in clear water and 
white sand. 

A submerged reef extends approximately 1/4 mile from the detached rock on the NE 
corner of the island. 

The automatic light Fl 2.5s 52m 7m is established on the highest point of the island. 

On my last foray ashore a pair of White Breasted Sea Eagles had made their nest at 
the light and there was a cache of water and food for emergency use by shipwrecked 
sailors nearby but no goats. 

The anchorage is unpopular for overnight stays as strong tidal influences and waves 
refracting off the mainland and mixing with the strong tidal races through the 
passage often produce irregular swells in the cove making sleeping difficult when 
settled summer sea breezes dies overnight. 

The Sailing Directions (Third Edition) 2011 at Para 11.22 says: 

"The passage between Williams Island ( 35° 02 min S 135° 58 E.) and the 
mainland is deep and clear, but strong E going and S W going streams run 
close round Cape Catastrophe, and between it and Williams Island; with 
onshore winds, these streams cause a race, which is dangerous to small 
vessels. 

At springs the N going and S going streams attain a rate of from 2 to 3 kn 
through Thorny Passage and 1kn between Taylor Island and the mainland". 

The passage is a maelstrom in a westerly gale with a strong outgoing tide. 

Most prefer the tranquillity and security of Memory Cove only 5 miles or so to the 
north. 

The island is made up largely of granite with some sand and weathered limestone. 
Vegetation is sparse and is mostly saltbush. 

There are many mutton bird burrows to trip the unwary and a healthy population of 
snakes. Bush rats are said to abound for the delectation of the snakes. 

Sea boots are recommended for any walk ashore! 

A small shallow reef (about waist deep) close to the shore on the western side of the 
cove yields a feed of abalone  

The cove itself is conducive to whiting and squid fishing. 
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In calm weather and slack water the locals drift for nannigai close by the reefs on the 
Eastern side with snapper and nannigai on the Western shore . 

. 

Views of the rugged cliffs and landscape of the Lincoln Peninsular, Thorny Passage 
and the south west coast of Thistle Island make the Williams Island anchorage a 
most spectacular one and worth a visit in good weather if only for lunch and a walk 
ashore. 
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4. WEST COAST – FISHERY BAY. 

 

Fishery Bay is at the North-west corner of Sleaford Bay. 

I have visited once by road and anchored for lunch on one occasion   

As the image shows the bay is backed by a long white beach with breaking surf. 

 

 

Fishery Bay 

 

The remains of a whaling station (hence the name) with some old whalebones are in 
the North-west corner with a Ranger station and a lookout in the South-western 
central part of the bay. 

 

Scarce reports that the whaling station:  
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"……was established in 1837 (the same year the colony was founded – my 
note) and three crews of 10 men were based at the station with limited results. 
In 1839 they processed 1500 gallons of whale oil and 3 t of bone but the 
following year the station showed a profit with 3400 gallons of oil. The French 
and American whaling boats arrived, 10 in all, and they systematically 
slaughtered everything. In 1840 the Sleaford Base station only produced 1000 
gallons of whale oil and one half tons of whalebone”. 

It takes a little imagination to see that the anchorage off the whaling station would 
likely be untenable in summer southeasterly conditions and that any anchoring off 
the whaling station could be subject to significant surge from the prevailing swell. 

It may be a more useful anchorage after some days of northerlies when the swell 
has settled.  

I suppose the whaling was done during the winter months when the whales were 
prolific and the bay was less exposed to South-Southeast winds. 

It would be an understatement to say that the life of a whaler in those days was a 
hard one 

This anchorage is probably best explored from the land but worth a look from the sea 
out of sheer curiosity in good weather. 
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5.  WEST COAST  AVOID  BAY.       .  

 

SOURCES: 

 

CHARTS. 

Aus 342. 

There are no large-scale charts of Avoid Bay. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

Comprehensive notes and hand drawn chart prepared by Ion Ullet. 

Hand drawn but accurate chart of unknown provenance. 

1874 chart of Avoid Bay. 

Various photographs charts and personal notes taken on previous visits. 

 

 

In settled summer conditions, depending on whether you are NW bound or returning 
to Adelaide, Avoid Bay or Seasick Bay (Pt Sir Isaac) are likely to be your first or last 
anchorages NW of Cape Catastrophe. 

Avoid Bay is within an easy sail from Memory Cove, the North Coast of Kangaroo 
Island, Thistle Island and Neptune Island if you decide to avoid the extra distance 
and loss of time involved in a diversion to Port Lincoln.  

If you have the luxury of a fully crewed yacht you might consider the benefit in riding 
settled summer Southeast weather non-stop from Port Adelaide . 

An up wind return journey to Adelaide is likely to require some stopovers.  
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5.1 SOUTHERN ANCHORAGE. 

Avoid Bay is about 10 miles wide extending between Pt Avoid in the Southeast and 
Whidbey Pt to the Northwest and provides two anchorages  

The most popular is in the South- southeast corner of the bay where shelter is 
obtained from the mainland and the breaking reef which extends about 1 mile North 
from Pt Avoid. (Hence the name ).The reef attenuates much of the swell. 
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The anchorage is safe with good holding in all Southwest-South -South-east 
conditions and reasonable in East south-east-East and perhaps light North-east 

The entire bay is a lee shore all in winds from North through West. 

Local fishermen lie to permanent moorings during the season and use the track to 
Coffin Bay to avoid the long trip through the channel to the township. 
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5.2 BLACK ROCKS 

The second anchorage is East of and close by the aptly named Black Rocks which 
stand in the centre of the bay about 5 miles North-north-west providing shelter from 
West and from light to moderate Southwest and North-west winds. When looking 
from the SSE they resemble grey haystacks in contrast to the white beaches and 
rocky outcrops to the North.  

 

 

Black rocks 

The lines of spume which appear in the image to extend in a Northeasterly direction 
from Black Rocks towards the shore are not indicative of shallow water. 

Ion Ullet’s excellent chartlets, and notes are self-explanatory and a reliable guide  
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6.  WEST COAST--- GREENLY ISLAND. 

  

If your circumstances do not permit a thorough examination of the many worthwhile 
cruising areas of the coast do not miss any opportunity to visit both Greenly and the 
islands of the Pearson Group even if only for an overnight stay. 

They are of world significance in terms of their geology flora and fauna and their 
spectacular landscape. A day or two at each is well worth the effort. 

 

CHARTS.  

Aus 341 Head of Great Australian Bight to Streaky Bay. 

 Aus 342 Streaky Bay to Whidbey Isles. 

*There is no large-scale chart. 

TIDES. 

There is no published official tidal information available for Greenly Island 
however willyweather and tideforecast offer tidal predictions computed from 
the nearest tidal stations at Port Lincoln, Elliston, Coffin Bay and Port Neill. I 
am unable to comment on the accuracy of their predictions. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION.  

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot. Volume 1. 3rd edition 2011 Para 
10.102. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions.  Australia pilot.  Volume 6th edition 1973. 

South Australia's Offshore Islands. Ibid. Generally pp 204 – 6, birds 384 –8, 
59, 66, mammals 383, 43 – 5. 

Image with notes of personal observations and notes. 

Photographs taken during previous visits. 

. 
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Greenly Island rears up out of the cool Eastern waters of the Bight like a giant 
fractured black molar. 

It can be seen that there is a large fracture (described by Robinson et al as "the 
channel") which almost divides the island in two.  
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The great walls of water which have crashed against it every few seconds in the 
millions of years since the island was formed have made little impression on its 
Western side. A Westerly gale raging against its black granite face would be an 
apocalyptic experience. 

It is incapable of supporting human habitation and except for occasional overnight 
stays by fisherman it is of little consequence to the professional mariner and is unlit.   

Precise scientific language (of which there is much) cannot alone do justice to this 
desolate and remote wilderness. 

So also it is with the nearest and even more spectacular neighbours, Pearson 
Islands. 

The geologists tell us that Greenly and the Pearson Group are inselbergs (literally 
island/ mountains) or the tops of undersea mountain ranges. 

From South-east Greenly presents as a steep pyramid. 

Approaching from North the taper is equally dramatic but less steep. The semi-
detached North-west part of the island is apparent. 

As the chart indicates Greenly Island is surrounded by very deep water and is steep-
to within a few hundred metres from the cliffs in the open bay on the north side of the 
island. 

If sailing between Greenly and Pearson Island ,consider an early morning pre 
breakfast departure. 

If you can arrange to arrive at your destination when the sun is high and before any 
sea breeze is established a slow circumnavigation of each is rewarding. 

At both islands we preferred to spend the afternoon safely anchored while a shore 
party explored the island or caught fish from the dinghy. 

The sole anchorage is to be found in the wide and open bay close to the cliffs on the 
North side of the island, slightly East of the “channel” between the two islands and in 
depths of 40 – 50 feet .As marked on the image there is a wide area of sand and 
rock which extends to within 150 m of the cliffs and North for an unknown distance 
offshore. 

Ideal anchorage is in a shallower but still deep large patch of eroded white sand in 
the area of the anchorage and close to the shore.  

The sand extends over a wide area as shown in the image above. The sandy bottom 
is visible on a clear day when the sun is high but I have not recorded its full extent.  

It is well worth a careful pass or two over the area of the anchorage before deciding 
to lay the anchor to avoid any deep rocks. There is always a risk of snagging and I 
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strongly recommend using a buoyed trip line. We used 50 m of 10 mm Spectra 
because of its sheer strength at the cost of the "snatch" elasticity of polyester. If your 
budget allows, I recommend that you use suitably sized grapnel anchor here rather 
than a Danforth or the traditional Fisherman. 

Also, use a large inflatable fluorescent buoy with the ship's name and your phone 
number on it in case you need to leave your anchor and chain behind and are unable 
to return later.  

In appropriate weather conditions it is quite safe to anchor within 200 m of the cliffs. 
However if the wind or swell bends around the South-east point of the island ( as it 
does at Whaler’s Bay on Thistle Is and at South Neptune) you will need to anchor 
further offshore to avoid being stern- to and terrifyingly close to the cliffs. 

 .  
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Rock shelves from anchorage 

 

In February 2002 there were two blue painted rocks visible for about a mile offshore 
to the North shown in the photograph about halfway up the North face of the western 
end of the cliff face of the main part of the island.  

We found that putting the blue rocks in transit led us into the Western part of the 
anchorage.  

We wondered whether the blue rocks had some additional significance as the 
anchorage is otherwise a very easy to find. 

We have anchored safely in 12 to 15m depth. 

The surf booming through the "channel" and the resultant spume is disconcerting 
even on calm nights when the tide is high 
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Two blue painted rocks in transit on N face of cliff at anchorage 

 

The island is a national park and permission to land from NP&WL (Pt Lincoln) is 
necessary. 

There is no beach but landing is possible in calm weather with care and good 
judgement on the rock shelf evident on the first photo and below the blue marks on 
the image. Retrieving the dinghy can be problematic! 

The rock shelf is slippery and infested with limpets and barnacles. Sea boots or stout 
runners with socks are recommended. 

The arrow on the following photo shows the easiest landing place. 
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Scree fall and “slippery dip” adjacent to anchorage from 3 nm to the North with evident vegetation  

 

A walk (or rather a climb) is a challenge in itself and if you are able to overcome the 
scree falls and slippery vegetation is worthwhile. There is a high ridge with a flat area 
to the west of the highest point of the island with a small area of flat ground which 
might be sufficient for a helicopter landing.  

Greenly and the islands of the Investigator Group to the North are of great 
significance for migratory mutton birds which migrate from Siberia, Japan and the 
North Pacific annually to breed with the same mate in the same burrows. 

Most of the island is black granite and said to be formed millions of years ago and 
but there are some pockets of eroding limestone and sand. Sand in the anchorage is 
the product of this erosion. 
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Land with care. 

 

Greenly is far from barren 

There are thickets of sheoak, saltbush , daisy, pig face and other coastal vegetation. 

The island was originally populated by a subspecies of the tammar wallaby exclusive 
to it but they are now extinct.  

There are also sea eagles who probably enjoy the occasional feed of unwary small 
mammals. 

 Robinson et al supra describe the other residents in more detail 

In 1905 attempts were made to introduce the Kangaroo Island Tammar Wallabies 
onto the southern part of the island as food for shipwrecked sailors instead of the 
traditional goats. The wallabies flourished but substantially ate out much of the native  
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vegetation leaving the northernmost part of the island untouched until some of the 
wallabies later escaped to it. 

. 

 

 

.  

.Greenly from 1.5 nm North showing channel. 
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7. WEST COAST COFFIN BAY   

 

SOURCES 

 

CHARTS 

Coffin Bay – facsimile of electronic chart  

Aus 121 Port Plans. 

Small Boat Chart of Coffin Bay (1990. Now out of print). 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Notes of conversations with Pep Manthorpe. 

Personal notes and observations taken during various visits.            

Images with notes as follows 

Notes of conversations with Stan Morgan, yachtsman and lifetime resident of 
Coffin Bay and descendant of original settlers 

 

.TIDES. 

 Tides.  Referable to Port Lincoln or Ceduna. 

           Williweather converts forcasts from ABM standard ports at -7min for both high  
and low tide at Ceduna,whether at the jetty or entrance is unclear. 

At the town jetty high-water is approx 1.15 hours later and 1.50 later than Port 
Lincoln according to Manthorpe .Watch for signs at Entrance Beacon No 1.   

The tides are strongly influenced by barometric conditions. In Manthorpe's 
experience a steady E wind would produce depth lower than that indicated on 
the chart but a NW or S change will push the water higher. 
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My experience with this beautiful and fertile waterway is limited to one trip from Pt Sir 
Isaac to the town and back in Pronto ,a couple of educational trips from the 
township, each for several days with Pep Manthorpe in his shoal draft catboat in the 
late 1990s when we stayed at several of the anchorages,. a couple of day trips with 
a local fishermen, two nights of uneasy shelter at Farm Beach in February 1999 and 
several nights stopover at the aptly named Seasick Bay (Pt Sir Isaac) on the way to 
or from other places on different occasions. There are many anchorages and only a 
few are noted here. 

I also had the privilege of a full day tour of the whole shore of the bay by 4 wheel 
drive with Stan Morgan, then in his eighties and a descendant of the first settlers in 
the area and a lifetime resident 

Stan showed me the springs and soaks of fresh water which feed into the bay, the 
local vegetation, the bushes and berries which he ate while attempting to help his 
ancestors run a grazing property and a number of aboriginal fish traps and other 
sites of indigenous importance all of unknown antiquity. We drove along the various 
bush tracks which he followed on his horse as a child early in the 20th century. 

I came away with a much better understanding of the reasons why he and the local 
inhabitants so strongly opposed the development proposed on the Kellidie 
Peninsular.  

When travelling either to or from the West Coast, Coffin is my third preference after 
Streaky Bay and Ceduna for a relatively safe and stress free stopover. 

The disadvantages of Coffin Bay include that negotiating the entrance bar is difficult 
in bad weather and low tides and the long trip into the town. 

 Once inside, the best anchorages along the north shore of the Coffin Bay Peninsular 
require careful approach in a deep keeler with an experienced crew. 

With nearly 7 feet draught we negotiated the entrance in "Pronto" early morning in 
calm weather despite the rising sun in our faces one and a half hours before the top 
of what was predicted to be a 2m tide but barely made it over the bar. We checked 
that the predictions were for higher high tides over the next few days for the return 
journey. 
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Coffin Bay is easily accessible by road from Port Lincoln and standing alone 
warrants dedicated and detailed study. There is much local knowledge available. 

The channel to the township is navigable to a charted depth of 7 feet. It is a tortuous 
journey with a good chance that any diversions from the channel will result in a 
sudden stop.  

As the charts show it is a very long trek by sea from Port Lincoln to the entrance and 
visiting the township by sea if time is limited means sacrificing time at less accessible 
destinations further Northwest. 

Count on spending a half a day travelling from the entrance to the township and then 
a half a day back on a flood tide. It is easy to spend two full days making your way to 
and from the town 

Professional fishermen prefer to use Avoid Point beach as a base in settled summer 
weather rather than go the long way to the township. 

Coffin Bay is better suited to exploration by shoal draught vessels. A multi-hull would 
be ideal. 

However, once inside there are multiple all-weather anchorages and plenty of fishing 
and exploring to do although the channel is often fairly busy with vessels servicing 
the oyster leases and other commercial fishing activities. 

The Small Boat Chart of Coffin Bay which is, now out of print has not been 
reproduced by the Naval Hydrographic Office. It is now incorporated into electronic 
charts. My copy of the paper chart does not show any corrections but is copyrighted 
for 1990. 

A look at the chart will indicate a mass of shoals and sand bars but fortunately few 
reefs. 

As might be expected the sand bars are constantly moving and swirling with the 
tides.  

It would be unsafe to assume that the sand bars are in precisely the places indicated 
by the elderly chart . 

Check whether modern electronic charts such as Navionics or C-map amend their 
charts automatically after “community “feedback. 

Prudence dictates proceeding through the channel at dead slow speed with a careful 
watch on the shoreline and a sounder when a flood tide is a not more than halfway 
through its cycle. 
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If in doubt send the dinghy ahead with a lead line if your sounder is not forward 
looking. 

Entrance beacon (Number 1) is situated on the deepest part of the sandbar which 
blocks the entrance and shows 2.2 m of charted depth close to the beacon at Indian 
Spring Low Water. 

As the images shows a course of approx. West from the No 1 beacon leads to the 
Farm Beach anchorage .It is likely that Farm beach could be reached at night if 
necessary but we have not attempted it. 

However, when the first rung under the join in the iron ladder on No 1beacon is just 
exposed there was (at least in 2002) 2.7m of water close to the beacon. 

When the top of the ladder join was awash there was 3.7m of water over the bar. 

Once over the entrance bar there is charted depth of between 7.5 and 8.5 m depth 
until beacon No2 is reached. 

My notes suggest that it was better to keep close to the No2 beacon . 

The passage from No 2 and No3 Beacons traverses some lumpy areas and, as I 
recall there were a few bumps. Some dodging at slow speed is necessary. 

The chart shows a knob of sand with 1 m over it about halfway between the two 
beacons and another about two thirds of the way in. 

Thereafter the passage to the town although tortuous is fairly straightforward. 

The beacons into the town were all lit in 2012. 

The presence of permanent moorings indicates the location of the anchorage off the 
township. It is possible that the bottom is littered with abandoned mooring chains. 

If in doubt about entering Coffin's, anchor at Seasick Bay due N of Pt Sir Isaac light, 
in the southern lobe of Farm Beach or, according to draft as close inshore as you 
can get in the bight between Pt Sir Isaac and Longnose Pt until you are satisfied that 
it is safe to  proceed further.  

 

OUTSIDE THE ENTRANCE. 
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Pt Sir Isaac and Bunker Bay 

 

 

7.1  POINT SIR ISAAC/BUNKER BAY.. 

Point Sir Isaac consists of two points each with outlying reefs. 
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AUS 121 shows that the promontory consists of two points each surrounded 
by fringing reef which extend a short distance offshore. Between the two 
points there is a small bay approximately 1/2 mile wide and backed by a white 
beach evident on the image  

The seasick anchorage is due N of the light according to draught where safe 
but rolly (hence the name) anchorage can easily be found overnight . 

There is about 3 m of water in the middle of the bay.  

A stopover here saves considerable time and distance. It is not difficult to find 
at night (even in a rain squall) as the sweep of the light illuminates the 
shoreline between the two points 

Seasick was a very welcome haven on two occasions after long beats in 25–
30 kn southerlies S E from St Francis and Flinders islands. 

Note that the name Pt Sir Isaac does not appear on the Small Boat Chart but 
only on Port Plan Aus 121. 

Alternatively, the small bay about half a mile wide (Bunker Bay) between the 
two points of Sir Isaac provides slightly more comfortable overnight lodgings 
once again according to draught. My recollection, although not particularly 
clear is that there is also about 3m of water in the middle of the bay and on 
the edge of the arc of visibility of the Sir Isaac light 

 

7.2 . COFFIN BAY PENNINSULA – OUTER. 

Further shelter from W. through to SE winds may be found in the bight 
between Point Sir Isaac and Long nose point. 

 You will see from the chart that there is an area of depth between 5.9 and 6.2 
m extending for about 4 1/2 miles SE of the E point of Sir Isaac inside the 
bight except for a lump of sand at 4.6 m. 

 Shallower draught vessels can approach within about a mile of the shore in 
depths of 2.3 to 3.6 m as shown on the chart. 

Note the extent of the shallow water W of a line between Sir Isaac and 
Longnose Pt. 

There is a very wide range of anchoring spots in this area mostly in sand and 
weed. Some are up to a mile and a half offshore but the water is shallow 
enough to minimise the build-up of much sea.  

.A dinghy with an outboard is needed to visit the beach. I understand that the 
brumbies which once roamed this part of the peninsular have been culled but 
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that the bats which occupy the limestone caves are still resident for the 
delectation of those with no sense of smell 

The Pilot reports an anchorage for commercial shipping 

"2.5 miles SSE of Point Sir Isaac in.4-6m with the Frenchman Lookout 
bearing 062°, and the North Eastern extremity of Coffin Bay Peninsular 
bearing 340°." 

The distance and bearing from Sir Isaac and the bearing on the Frenchman 
corresponds with the position of the anchorage described above but I am 
unable either from the chart or my memory to identify " the North Eastern 
extremity of Coffin Bay Peninsular "from that position.  

This anchorage is outside the sweep of the Isaac light. 

 

7.3 .FARM BEACH. 

The chart and images shows an extension of the entrance sandbar in an ESE 
direction for about two thirds of a mile towards the settlement at Farm Beach. 
The sandbar is very shallow and obvious in most lighting conditions. 
Anchorage with shelter from SSW through S to SE is to be found close to the 
N part of the sandbar, further E and towards the shacks and  ramp and in the 
deeper areas to the S of the sandbar where there are depths of between 2.1 
and 3 m. Farm Beach is famous for its whiting fishing . There were also plenty 
of sand crabs. 

The general area is marked on images and with a series of anchors on the 
chartlet.  

The entrance beacon is at the edge of the arc of visibility of the Sir Isaac light 
and anchorage north of that arc off the shacks off Farm Beach and is 
approachable at night with care. 
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Farm beach 
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Farm Beach 
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Obviously, absent local knowledge, those parts of the Farm Beach anchorage 
which are not within the arc of visibility are better approached during daylight. 

 

 

COFFIN BAY INNER. 

 

.7.4   PORT DOUGLAS. 

The Pilot describes this anchorage (of which I have no overnight experience) 
thus: 

"In Port Douglas, the best anchorage is in depths of 4M, sand and 
mud, with the West entrance point to Mt Dutton Bay bearing 043°, and 
the islet in the S E part of the Bay bearing 094. 

Roughly SSE of No10 beacon with the E point of Rabbit Island in transit with 
Crinoline Point there are large areas with depths of not less than 2 m but I 
usually in the order of 3 to 7 m with apparently clear passage through. 

The area marked on the image (with an anchor) appears to be accessible with 
care and should give shelter in all S winds from SW-S-SE and possibly from 
SSE with the possibility of some E shelter south of the sandbar.  

Note that there is a shoal extending W from the island for approximately 
1.1nm 
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7.5. MT DUTTON BAY 

"In Mt Dutton Bay, the anchorage is in depths of 2.7 m to 3.7 m mud 
with Mt Dutton just open West of the rocky islet, bearing 356°". 

Unfortunately the Pilot does not give any assistance in identifying the latitude 
of the suggested anchorage but from the Small Boat Chart there appears to 
be a navigable channel of about 3 m between the northernmost point of the 
Horse peninsular and the heel of the Kellidie Peninsular to the E  

Once inside Mt Dutton Bay there appears to be clear passage of between 3.1 
and 4.5 nm northwards almost to Bulldog point with areas of 6 to 8 m depth as 
marked in dark blue on the chart. Note the small patch of 2 m shoal about half 
a mile SE of Bulldog Pt. 

On the transit of Mt Dutton and the small island at the northern end of the bay 
there appears to be clear water of 3 to 4 m once past the S mouth of the bay. 

Overleaf 
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7.6. COFFIN BAY PENINSULA. 

There appears to be good anchorage in most weather conditions to be had in 
the westernmost lobe of the bay with depths of 5-7m close to the shore. Pass 
S of the sand spit approximately 1nm S of No 6 beacon. Then steer roughly 
NNW until desired shelter and draft is reached. 
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7.7. TOWNSHIP. 

As passage to the township is reasonably clear from the chart I have not 
included an image or a further chartlet . Anchorage may be had amongst the 
fishing boat moorings which are quite obvious opposite the township. 

On one visit it was possible to borrow a mooring from a local fisherman who 
had shifted his summer operations to Avoid Bay. 

There is a good pub, yacht club, well stocked general store, fuel supply, a 
jetty and ,most of all, safe 360° anchorage in all-weather shelter however take 
care to avoid entanglements with abandoned chains on the seafloor. It is a 
short trip by road to Port Lincoln if crew changes are needed. 
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8. WEST  COAST-- POINT DRUMMOND-HILL BAY--HALL BAY. 

 

Coasting Northwest from Point Sir Isaac or for respite from the incessant South 
easterlies when southbound on your return journey the snug anchorage at Hill Bay 
provides excellent shelter in most conditions except fresh North-northwest winds. 

The Anchorage is about 3 miles North-west of Point Drummond and is a small indent 
in the south-eastern lobe of the larger Hall Bay. 

 

 

HILL BAY 

Approaching from the South-west clear the submerged reef extending north from 
Point Drummond then proceed North north-east to clear the foul ground between Pt 
Drummond and the anchorage until you can identify the North-west orientation the 
reef which bounds the anchorage. 
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1.TOP: VIEW FROM TOP OF SANDHILL LOOKING WEST. 

                                      2.BOTTOM: VIEW FROM TOP OF SANDHILL LOOKING WNW WITH FISHING 
BOAT ANCHORED IN RIGHT FOREGROUND. 
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3.VIEW FROM SANDHILL LOOKING NNE WITH NE EXTREMITY OF REEF IN R MIDGROUND 

 

 

 

4.LOOKING EAST WITH WHITE PT IN MIDGROUND 

 

The shoreline is backed by 150 foot high mobile sandhills as marked on the image 
and the photos. 

The image, and the panorama of 4 photos show the extent of the reefs which 
operate as a natural breakwater. Photos 2 and 3 show a fishing boat in the 
anchorage.  It is possible to anchor much nearer to the shore according to draught. 
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There is further foul ground about 200 m to the North-west of the detached rock to 
be avoided. 

On approach steer about a third of the way between the detached rock at the 
extremity of the reef as marked with a yellow pin and the bluff at White Pt . 

Once around the North-western extremity of the reef steer towards the centre of the 
bay in a South south-east (or thereabouts) direction until you are in the desired depth 
of water and North of the sandhills.  

The road shown on the image is not visible from the anchorage but its location can 
be identified by a small dip in the North-west face of the sandhill where fishermen 
access the beach. 

You will see to your Southeast the flying fox erected by fishermen who use the bay 
as a summer anchorage. 

There were permanent moorings in the bay. There may be redundant anchor chains 
left on the bottom. 

Entry at night is not recommended. There are no useful nearby navaids 

The anchorage is in clear white sand which has blown off a cliff into the water. It 
continues to do so in strong offshore winds. 

If you stay overnight with a North or North-west change forecast make sure you have 
carefully plotted your escape route. The image shows some breakthrough westerly 
swell  

I have never caught fish in the bay but nevertheless the area does look promising! 
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9.WEST COAST--- PEARSON ISLANDS .   

 

The Pearson Group consists of four islands in a more or less in a North- South- 
orientation with Pearson the Northern most, the Veterans and Dorothee Is extending 
South. 

Named by Flinders in February 1802 after the mother of his brother-in-law the 
Pearsons are a day sail in settled summer SE conditions from Greenly Is, Flinders Is 
or from Pt Sir Isaac . 

The group forms part of the Investigator Group Conservation Park a permit from 
NP&W,(Pt Lincoln) is required before landing. Conservation status is high. 

The automatic light in the centre of the main island (Fl (3) 30s 79m 15 M) was 
established in 1968. 

 

CHARTS 

Aus 342 Streaky Bay to Whidbey Iles. 

TIDES. 

willyweather.com.au et al publish tidal times and ranges with reference to 
BOM data. In addition past present and forecast wind speed and direction are 
available.   

OTHER INFORMATION. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia pilot. Volume 1. 3rd edition 2011and 
1975 edition at P 62) 

Robinson et al ,South Australia's Offshore Islands. Ibid. Generally 196, 
Geology 143, Vegetation 29 to 37, Wallabies 99 to103, Seal breeding 
colonies 199, The Veterans. 200, Dorothee Is. 201. 

A colour facsimile of an expanded area from a Navionics chart with Google 
images.  

Personal observations and notes taken on previous visits. 

Personal notes of Capt J.H.Halliday. 

Notes of conversations with Capt. D.P.Manthorpe. 

Photos taken during previous visits and other sources. 
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On most of our North-westward journeys we anchored first at Avoid Pt, Greenly and 
then the Pearsons. 

A brief amateur overview of the vast scientific literature instructs us that the 
formation of the Pearson islands is a product of forces over aeons of time which are 
almost beyond human comprehension. 

The islands are world-famous not only for their geology, vegetation and wildlife but 
also for their spectacular landscape. 

Geologically, the islands are inselbergs (literally – island mountains) formed 
millennia ago when the area was dry land followed by the up welling of hard volcanic 
rock (granite) which is erosion resistant.  

Later volcanic activity resulted in that material which had eroded into softer rock 
becoming encased in hard newer volcanic rock which in time itself cracked and 
eroded as the result of changes in temperature and moisture exposing the softer 
inner core which in turn eroded quickly (in geological terms) leaving large areas of 
hollowed out Tors with large freestanding residual masses of weathered granite 
which sit abruptly on the surrounding relatively smooth rock. They sit like gigantic 
cracked egg shells and other bizarre shapes which cover most of the rugged surface 
of the islands. Remarkable Rocks on Kangaroo Island are strikingly similar but much 
smaller examples of tors formed by the same process. 

When the sea rose the peaks were left exposed and became the islands we see 
today. The straits and deep underwater canyons between the islands were once 
steep-to valleys. 

With the rising of the seas the flora and fauna became isolated and over time and 
some developed into separate subspecies which remain largely undisturbed since 
the last ice age. See the descriptions in Robinson et al. South Australia's Offshore 
Islands. Supra. In time, colonies of salt bush, lichen and other coastal vegetation 
established themselves on the rocks adding to the bizarre spectacle. 

There are plants and animals on the islands which have been extinct on the 
mainland for millennia prior to human observance and some which have been 
exterminated since. 

It is well worth the effort to time your arrival to be before the onset of the sea breeze 
(usually SSW) in order to circumnavigate the islands and pick a good anchoring spot 
while the sun is high. A walk ashore in the afternoon is a rewarding experience. On 
direct approach from Avoid Bay I suggest, (subject to the weather) a departure in the 
very early hours of the morning to arrive early afternoon. 
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PEARSON IS . NORTH.       Photos DNER 

 

 

 



61 
 

Apart from a singularly unsuccessful and short lived attempt to graze stock on the 
main island by a lessee of Flinders Is late in the nineteenth century the islands have 
not been subject to the ravages of cattle, sheep and perhaps more importantly, rats 
cats and rabbits.  

The main island is said to be the only island of significance off the Australian coast 
which is unaffected by human activity. 

By reason of their isolation, inaccessibility, lack of soil and water the islands have 
never supported human occupation of any sort and continue to provide scientists 
with a window for research as to the state of coastal flora and fauna prior to the 
onset of the ice age as well as a source of awe and delight for the occasional 
itinerant yachtsmen. 

There are no springs or permanent watercourses although two dry (at least in 
summer) creek beds are apparent. The eroded top layer of limestone lodges in the 
valleys and other crannies which support tenacious vegetation including salt bush, 
pig face, coastal daisies and karkalla.  

There is a population of indigenous bush rats along with the world famous Black 
footed Rock wallabies. 

We did not identify any examples of introduced box thorn bushes.  

Dramatically increasing colonies of Australian Fur seals and sea lions bask on the 
rocks and beaches at both anchorages. 

There is a population of a wide variety of birds including owls apart from the 
expected short tailed shearwaters ,gulls,penguins and sea eagles  

We noted a couple of small lizards which we could not identify. 

 

 

 

APPROACHES. 
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. 

APPROACH FROM 5 m SE. - FROM LEFT. DOROTHEE, THE VETERANS. PEARSON IS- 
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There are three recognised anchorages on Pearson Island itself with a fourth on the 
East coast of Dorothee Is.. 

 

9.1. NORTHERN ANCHORAGE. 

 

The safest (in settled SE summer weather), most spectacular and best-known 
anchorage is in the wide open bay on the North coast of the main island  

The high land which backs the North shore of the island provides adequate shelter in 
winds from West northwest through south to South-east although a fresh South-
easterly or any wind east of south-east will produce swells which roll around the 
north-eastern corner of the island making the anchorage uncomfortable but not 
unsafe  

The holding is good in clear white sand which extends from close to the rocky shore 
to an unknown distance offshore.  

On each of our visits we anchored in white patches in the centre of the bay 

As with the anchorage at Greenly, Neptune and others the sand is the result of 
weathered limestone being blown into the bay on this lee side of the island. 

A brief but necessarily incomplete series of echo soundings over the anchorage in 
1999 showed a few scattered rocks. 

Anchor close to the shore according to depth. 

I do not know whether the high land of the northern part of the island obscures the 
automatic light established on the central portion of the island from the anchorage 
but with care it should be possible to safely enter the bay and anchor at night absent 
any alternative.  

No whiting were caught in the anchorage which is infested with chinaman 
leatherjackets and the occasional flathead. 

The islands present a dramatic and unforgettable spectacle from almost any vantage 
point. 
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The above is a panorama of the northern anchorage from approx. 1.5 nm to the 
North The eagles head tor landmark is visible on the hill to the left. The anchorage is 
in the centre of the bay according to draught. The rockshelf landing place ashore is 
clearly visible from the anchorage . 

In hot high summer afternoons the heating of the rocks ashore produces a 
microclimate. The rising heat sometimes generates willy willys in the bay of no more 
than a few hundred feet across which ricochet about leaving an anchored yacht 
lunging about and ranging up on its chain with disconcerting thumps.  

They then skitter off across the bay in a flurry of foam to dissipate quickly 
somewhere offshore. A similar phenomenon occurs on a hot day on the NW coast of 
Thistle Is. Another starts a few minutes later and there are often two or three 
operating in the bay simultaneously. On one occasion we observed our anemometer 
momentarily reached 50 kn then returned to zero almost immediately 

.  

 

EAST HILL AT EASTERN SIDE OF NORTHERN ANCHORAGE SHOWING PROMINENT EAGLES HEAD TOR 
SLIGHTLY TO RIGHT OF THE PEAK 
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CLOSEUP OF EAGLES HEAD TOR ON EAST HILL 

 

 

The bizzare shapes of the rocks are apparent with flecks of bright yellow lichen 
amongst the stunted saltbush and other coastal vegetation. 

A climb to the top is a worthwhile experience. 
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Absent any permanent watercourses the wallabies drink from rock pools of water left 
by the meagre and unpredictable rainfall and from moisture obtained from their plant 
diet.  

The layers of vegetation referred to by Robinson et al. Supra at P198-9 are apparent 
even to the un-educated amateur.   

The stunted sheoaks which flourish in the valleys and crevasses in the higher parts 
of the island are apparent on the photograph above.  

Below them are patches of coastal daisy bush and close to the water are found 
saltbush, more coast daisies, pig face and karcalla all in the patches of weathered 
soil. 

The islands have been the subject of many scientific studies over the last century 
and provide a window on the likely state of the Australian coast prior to the ice age  

A fire caused by lightning strike significantly damaged the undergrowth some years 
ago but according to the experts the vegetation is now almost completely restored. 

One of the delights of an overnight stay at Pearson Island is to watch the changing 
colours and shadows as the day advances towards sunset. Grey changes to red 
then brown and blue redolent of the Flinders ranges at their best but with the added 
contrast of the clear waters of the Eastern Bight. 

It is a wonder indeed and we are fortunate that plans to drill for oil in the Bight have 
been abandoned – at least for the time being 

 

 

 

Below are views of the North- West point west of the North anchorage at various 
times during a hot summer day in 2002.  
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9.00 pm 
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9.2. EASTERN ANCHORAGE  

 

The image and the facsimile chartlet clearly show the location of the Eastern 
anchorage situated a short distance SE of the light in about the middle of E side the 
main island off a sandy beach . 

The anchorage provides protection in NNW- WSW conditions with some limited 
shelter in S.  

I have not stayed overnight at this anchorage but had the opportunity to make a 
number of exploratory soundings over it indicating that it consists largely of white 
sand. It appears safe to anchor close up to the beach according to draught. 

The beach is quite clearly visible on the photo as are some patches of sand and 
seaweed. 
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Landing was more easily achieved on the white beach here than at the N anchorage. 

We were able to walk across the narrow isthmus and enjoy the rugged scenery and 
surf on the W side of the island. 

There was an increasing seal colony of mixed New Zealand Fur seals and Australian 
Sea- lions about the beach. 

I do not have any photographs of my own of this anchorage but the photo 
downloaded gives a good view of the island .  

 

 

9.3. WESTERN ANCHORAGE.  

 

The third anchorage is off a small rocky plateau on the western side of the main 
island which on Manthorpe's advice is tenable only when the SW swell is low (rarely) 
or for temporary anchoring in N-E-S conditions. 

I have only motored around this anchorage . 

I am unable to say whether the bottom is either sand rock or a mixture of both. Only 
the brave with mountain climbing skills would attempt a landing here. 

 

 

The Veterans. 

The islands are spectacular with a deeply corrugated granite surface, a little soil and 
tenacious vegetation. 

The ocean swell was such that it would be unwise to attempt a landing. Previous 
scientific surveys have been done by helicopter! 

There is no anchorage. 

 

9.4. DOROTHEE ISLAND. 

Southernmost of the group, this island is has also has spectacular crevasses , 
dramatic erosion and a few patches of hardy vegetation. Anchorage is to be had in 
the cove on the East coast of the island as indicated on the image with an arrow. We 
stayed for lunch only and were able to anchor close in to the shore in a light westerly 
where we quickly caught a feed of flathead. 
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No attempt was made to go ashore but landing appeared to be possible. 

There is much scientific literature which will repay careful study. The islands have 
been compared with the Galapagos and have been the subject of intense scientific 
scrutiny for many years and continue to be so. 

The most famous inhabitants is the Pearson Island Black Foot Rock Wallaby 
(Petrogales) whose ancestors were marooned on the island by the rising seas 
10,500 years ago and, left untouched by the ravages of the mainland, evolved into a 
separate creature from its once widespread cousins ashore.. 

They are about the size of a mid-sized dog , extremely agile, and approachable once 
onshore. 

The wallabies live amongst crevasses, tors and the other rocky nooks and crannies 
on the island and spend their time basking on ledges in the early morning or late 
afternoon sun.  
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Apart from the occasional swoop by a sea eagle the wallabies have no natural 
predators on the island and they are quite tame. 

Happily, the days when they represented easy crayfish bait have long since gone 

Because of their endangered status colonies were established on Thistle and Wedge 
Islands where they now flourish particularly in and around the cliffs on the SE side of 
Wedge Island near Shark Bay where they can best be spotted in the early morning. 

Since July 2010 they are no longer regarded as vulnerable but are still protected . 

The Pearson Islands along with the Waldegraves and Flinders Is and other 
surrounding islands make up the Investigator Group and with the exception of 
Flinders Is have been accepted as an Important Bird Area by Bird Life International 
and declared a National Park. 

The Group supports the breeding and visitation of a significant proportion of the 
world's Cape Barren Geese, Fairy Tern, Mutton Bird, Pacific Gull population See 
"Investigator Group – Wikipedia, Hornsby. Notes of Birds on Pearson Island, S. A. 
Ornithology 22, 1977. 

A narrative of the natural history of Pearson Islands is set out in Robinson et al, 
South Australia's Offshore Islands, ibid. There is much information and many 
spectacular photos available on the internet. 

The chart shows areas of deep water near the Pearsons and Greenly islands have 
become popular targets for high end fishing charter operators who seek Kingfish and 
other game fish. Tuna are known to congregate about some of the outlying “lumps” 
in Summer and Autumn.  

If time and circumstances are limited and you have an opportunity to visit only a few 
special places on the West Coast do your best to spend a day or two at Greenly and 
the Pearsons. They are very special places, so far spared from the ravages of 
unregulated tourism and oil exploration. 
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10. WEST COAST – FLINDERS ISLAND.  

 

SOURCES 

 

CHARTS. 

 

Aus 342. Streaky Bay to the Whidbey Isles. 

(Note: Reliability diagrams and incomplete surveys noted on 
chart)There are no large-scale maritime charts of Flinders Island. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia pilot. Volume 1 1975.p 61 –2. 

(Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia pilot. Volume 1. Third edition 2011. 

 

OTHER. 

 

 Robinson et al. South Australia's Offshore Islands. Ibid.  

Generally pp 189 – 93, Chartlet. 190 (reproduced here) , Birds, 384 –8. 
Mammals, 303. Plants, 375 – 82. Tammar Wallaby, 103., Whaling, 
123. 

SA Ornithologist-Birds of the Investigator Group-With special reference to 
Flinders Island. 

Personal notes of Capt. JH Halliday. 

Notes of conversations with Capt. DP (Pep) Manthorpe. 

Extract from Phd .Thesis of Cherrie De Leuwin, The story of Flinders 
Island.1826-1849. 

Personal observations and notes and photographs taken on five previous 
visits 1997, 1999, 2002 and 2012. 

Images as reproduced. 
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CONSERVATION. 

Flinders Island although part of the Investigator Group is not part of the 
Investigator Group Conservation Park.  As a consequence of long-standing 
human occupation and widespread agricultural practices much of the 
indigenous flora and fauna including the local subspecies of Tammar wallaby 
is now extinct 

 

TIDES. 

          Thevenard, -16mins. 

 

Flinders Island is the largest, longest settled and most developed of the West Coast 
islands. 

Flinders discovered and named the island in 1802 after his younger brother Samuel 
who was a junior officer aboard the Investigator. Earlier in the voyage Samuel had 
incurred his brother's wrath by twice failing to wind the ships chronometers so 
important in determining longitude. The younger Flinders was later cashiered from 
the navy for disobedience under fire.  

Unlike Kangaroo Island there is no evidence of prehistoric Aboriginal settlement on 
the island. The early sealing settlement at American River was in 1803, only one 
year later than Flinders. 

De Leuwin reports that Bryen (or Bryan) a renegade sealer took up residence on the 
island with two kidnapped aboriginal "wives" in 1826 eleven years before formal 
colonisation and only 24 years after Flinders discovery and nine years after his 
charts were published. The remains of a whaling station can be found near the rocky 
promontory on the mid SE coast which is also the wreck site of the Kapara. 

Since then the island has been in almost constant human occupation for the growing 
of wheat ,as a grazing property for sheep and for guano mining as a perpetual lease. 
There has been recent exploration for diamonds. 

In 1845 Edward John Eyre reported that the island had sufficient water and was 
attractive not only for whaling but also for pastoral and crop growing purposes.  

There are no permanent creeks or watercourses on the island but there were 
sufficient springs and soaks for some grazing and agriculture. 

A Perpetual Lease was granted in 1845 and continues to this day. 
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In 1867 the first of several generations of the Schlink family assumed the lease, grew 
wheat and ran sheep. It was one of that family who unsuccessfully attempted to 
establish a temporary flock of sheep Pearson Island.  

The island was serviced by ketches and eventually by small steamships which called 
at the beach in front of the house and serviced the light although the tenants 
regularly ran their own barge between the island, Elliston, Venus and Streaky Bay. 
The island is still used for pastoral purposes although the current lessees (the 
Woolford family) offer fully catered holiday accommodation and access to a world-
class fishing location. 

Robinson et al, The South Australian Offshore islands. Ibid reports some of the 
natural history of the island and of settlement but laments: 

"Though it is still scenically spectacular, Flinders Island bears the scars of human 
activity. The most obvious relate to agriculture; the extinction of the Flinders Island 
Wallaby, and the introduction and establishment of feral populations of black rats 
and feral cats. The demise of the Flinders Island Wallaby is an example not only on 
how vulnerable and sensitive animal populations on islands after disturbance, but 
also a dramatic display of the possible long-term consequences the species 
excepted by similar circumstances on the mainland, Mr P Aitken, South Australian 
Museum Curator of Mammals on the Field Naturalists Society survey in 1968 wrote  

. “the fact that the situation was allowed to develop is yet another tragedy in 
the already poor record of fauna conservation South Australia." 

As the Images show, the island is shaped like an inverted lamb chop. It is 11 miles 
long in a SE-NW projection and 7 miles wide at its widest part.it tapers down in both 
height and width from the far North-east corner to the narrow rocky and wave swept 
South-eastern point. It has retained a substantial crust of weathered limestone 
(Calcrete) particularly on the North-east coast where spectacular scalloped cliffs and 
indented bays dominate the landscape.  

 

APPROACHES.  

The South-east coast of Flinders, Ward Island and the foul ground further west of 
Ward Island are visible on a clear day when a few miles North of the Northern 
anchorage on Pearson Is. Flinders Island lies approximately 19 miles NE of the 
northern point of Pearson Island. The anchorage in Groper/Home Bay off the” new' 
house and airstrip is about 17 miles west of Elliston and 14 from the Waldegraves . It 
is 32 miles south-west of Venus Bay and 46 miles north-west of Hill Bay. 
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ANCHORAGES. 

 

There are at least three reasonable anchorages on Flinders Island with others which 
may be tenable, most of which are in the Northern part of the island. There is only 
one recognised anchorage in the Southern portion. 

The first image shows the whole of the island in its entirety and the remaining 
images show a progressive magnification of immediate area of the particular 
anchorages and other potential points of interest. 

Much of the northern coast of the island consists of rocky promontories separated by 
white beaches many of which appear to have clear water between them and on 
cursory inspection may provide at least temporary anchorage 

I have not explored them in any detail beyond the information set out below. 

The northern anchorages are as under: 

 

 

10.1. FLINDERS BAY. 

 

Flinders Bay is situated in the NNW corner of the island between its Northern most 
extremity, Pt. Malcolm and the next rocky promontory to the South-west as shown in 
the images 

The anchorage is in clear white sand with some weed and perhaps a few rocks with 
a depth of 7.5 to 9m for about a quarter of a mile offshore although there is deep 
water close to the beach. 

I would expect that anchorage could also be found between the reef and the 
promontory in the area indicated by the question marks but have not explored it.  
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FLINDERS BAY LOOKING SSE FROM BEACH ADJACENT TO ANCHORAGE 
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FLINDERS BAY LOOKING NORTH AT PT MALCOLM 

 

 

LIMESTONE FORMATION PT MALCOLM 

 

It provides shelter against S-SE-E and probably moderate ENE and the reef off the 
point to the south-west may provide some shelter from a light south-westerly. It 
would be untenable in W winds. 
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With the prospect of a SW change move around Pt. Malcolm to the Northeast coast 
of the island early. 

The approach to the Flinders Bay anchorage from East is achieved by. clearing the 
reef off Point Malcolm and the breaking reef to the west of Point Malcolm passing to 
the N of them. Steer to pass to SW of shallow spot on the image and when clear 
identify the three outcrops of rock on the white beach extending into the water. Steer 
for the middle one and anchor in 6-8m in weed and sand. The next reef South-west 
protrudes much further than the Navionics chart shows. 

The magnified image shows Pt. Malcolm, the location of the automatic lighthouse 
and the fall of the coast in a South-westerly direction. The reef which extends in a 
NW direction from Pt. Malcolm is shown to be breaking and the reef which extends in 
a northerly direction from two thirds of the way W between Pt. Malcolm and the rocky 
promontory is also apparent. 

The image is a magnification of the anchorage and the other potential anchorage in 
Flinders Bay further South. The breaking reef extending NW from the point is visible 
in the centre left of the image with the anchorage indicated by a blue anchor to the 
right of it.  

 

10.2. GROPER BAY 

Groper Bay which extends from Seal Pt (the easternmost point of the island ) and 
the deepest indentation WSW of it. The "new" homestead is established here and 
behind it is the airfield. The most prominent landmark in the bay is Bob's Nose 
comprised of striking irregularly shaped limestone . 
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BOBS NOSE- PHOTO COURTESY WOOLFORD FAMILY 
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BOBS NOSE FROM GROPER BAY ANCHORAGE. 

An approach (slowly and watchfully) can safely be made from about halfway 
between the two breaking reefs and the house, which is visible for some miles 
offshore bearing west until the desired depth is reached taking care to avoid the reef 
shown on the image in the southern part of the bay and several hundred metres 
offshore . 

The water is reasonably clear but I suggest that first approach be attempted when 
the sun is high and the limestone reefs some of which appear to be brown are 
distinguishable from the brown weed patches and the depths ahead capable of 
assessment. 

There is good anchorage at 6m depth in patches of white sand anywhere in the 
centre of the bay in all winds except for East– Southeast winds although it was a 
calm short term anchorage for Adagio in 2013 in 12-15kt  NNE in 2013. 

Landing may be had on a white beach in front of the house  

In 2002 we anchored comfortably overnight in North westerly conditions between 
Bobs nose and the next promontory to the south-west in 25 feet of water. The reefs 
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apparent on either side were easily avoided in the midday sun as was another 
shown by a white patch in the centre of the bay in the same image.  

 

 

SEAL PT WITH T GALLANT IS FROM GROPER B ANCHORAGE 

 

Topgallant island was named by Flinders because of its similarity to a topgallant sail 
especially at dawn. 

 

10.3. OLD HOMESTEAD, SEAL POINT OR FRONT BEACH. 

 

A third recognised anchorage is along the white eastward facing beach and off a 
structure (the old house with a derelict windmill) to the north of Seal Point. 

There is an outlying reef which breaks as seen on the image. Shelter is provided 
from Northwest-- south-easterly conditions in 9 to 10m but probably not from any 
significant swell. 

From Groper/Home Bay clear the reefs off the promontories North of the bay and 
then identify and clear the breaking (often but not always) reef off Homestead/Seal 
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Point/Front beach leaving it to be South then steer for the windmill/tank anchoring in 
patches according to depth. 

Landing is achieved on the beach in front of the house.  

It is likely that the early residents chose the spot as a landing and base because it 
would be much easier than Groper/ Home Bay to negotiate under sail 

This anchorage although not as sheltered as Flinders Bay or Groper Bay is a good 
deal easier to vacate particularly at night or in poor visibility! 

Topgallant Island at dawn was named by Flinders because of its striking 
resemblance to a topgallant sail from a distance, particularly in the summer morning 
sun. 

 

 

TOPGALLANT AND SHARKFIN ISLANDS AT SUNRISE FROM 2NM ESE. 

 

 

 

10.4 WHALING STATION / KAPARA WRECK SITE 
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There is a small rocky promontory on the south-east coast of the island apparent in 
the image below where the Kapara was wrecked 

. 

.  

It is shielded in winds from NW to SW to the North of the promontory 
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It makes sense that the station was established at a place where shelter and a 
landing could be had.  

 

 

S.S.Kapara. Built, Sunderland1912. 842 tons.195x32x12.5.9kt.Sank and abandoned 
13 November.1942.Wreckage still present Feb 2002. 

 

Kapara was at the end of her useful life but was engaged as a substitute for the 
usual ship, Yandra which had been taken over by the navy for wartime duties  

The wreck was partly salvaged by the lessees of the island at the time. I have been 
unable, so far to trace any detailed records of the stranding or to ascertain whether 
there was any marine court of enquiry. 

Yandra was herself wrecked on the W side of South Neptune Is (See notes re South 
Neptune) 
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11. WEST COAST-WATERLOO BAY—ELLISTON 

 

SOURCES: 

CHARTS: 

         Aus 342. (Note reliability diagram-inadequate surveys.) 

         Aus 121. Port plans.(Largest scale paper chart). 

         The waters of South Australia. Map 37. 

OTHER. 

 

         Image included. 

         Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot.Vol 1.1975 and 3rd edition 2011. 

          Personal notes of Capt J.H.Halliday. 

         Notes of conversations with Capt D.P Manthorpe. 

         Personal observations made during 5 previous visits 

 

Waterloo Bay/ Elliston is roughly half way between Streaky Bay and Pt Sir Isaac and 
is within sight of Topgallant and Flinders Is to the West on a clear day. It is about 35 
nm Northwest of Hall and Hill Bays, The light green marker on the accompanying 
image outside the entrance is at approx. 33 39 19”S.134 53 05’ E. 

Along with Venus Bay, Streaky Bay, and Thevenard, Waterloo Bay is one of the four 
major West Coast outports of old and by far the most challenging for the visiting 
yachtsmen. 

Stories of maritime catastrophe and yarns worthy of the wild west are legion. 

A smaller scale chart is to be found Map 37–38 in, The Waters of South Australia 
Ibid but it is not sufficiently detailed to negotiate the entrance to Waterloo Bay with 
confidence. 

Hence, the reference to the image and Navionics chart. 
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The image shows the whole of the bay and the breaking reefs which cover most of 
the 1 mile wide entrance between Wellesley Pt and Wellington Pt to the Southeast. 
The gap of clear water is only 400 m wide 

The image and the chart shows the line of transit of the lead lights on and on the 
shoreline close to the jetty indicating clear passage "with depths of 3.6 m in the 
fairway" (Admiralty Sailing Directions 2011 Paras 10.112) through the gap between 
the reefs. 
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My late father would flatly refuse to negotiate the entrance at Waterloo Bay in a 300 
ton coastal steamship if the onshore wind strength was greater than 15 kt (judged by 
the presence of whitecaps) on an ebb tide. The ship would churn its way to the next 
port of call or shelter on the North side of the nearby Waldegrave Islands until the 
weather had improved and the tide turned. 

Even in settled summer weather, when strong Southwest winds occur occasionally 
he would do his best to negotiate the entrance in the morning calm when the sun 
was high enough to identify the leads on the jetty and the tidal flow and swells had 
reduced.  

Bear in mind when approaching the entrance the swells are breaking away from you 
making identification of the passage problematic. The spume from the breaks can 
obscure the passage between the reefs. 

The swell is almost always SW but if there is a strong SE or N wind there is often an 
even more confused and confusing sea at the entrance. 

 

 

VIEW OF ENTRANCE. LOOKING SE FROM HALFWAY BETWEEN SALMON AND WELLESLEY PTs 
TOWARDS WELLINGTON PT.NOTE BREAKS AND SPUME. 

 

I am unable to say whether the leads are lit or have radar reflectors installed but I 
would expect they would at least have the latter. 

One commentator reports that there is no accurate long-term tidal data information 
available for Waterloo Bay but by my assessment and with reference to Thevenard, 
high water is +0047 hours, low water +0033 hours with a tidal ratio of .86. 
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With the leads in line and on a bearing of 032° you should safely pass over the reefs 
at the entrance as indicated on both the image and the chart. 

On approach, I suggest you lay off and heave to well clear of the surfline until you 
have identified every break, relate it to the largest scale chart and if possible to the 
large-scale Google image and assessed the size of the breakers. 

When you have convinced yourself that you have identified each break and in 
particular the 400 m passage in between them. Check again…. and again… and 
again until you can discern a consistent pattern in the swells and positively identify a 
clear passage as distinct from the spume of the breaks. 

Line up the leads and satisfy yourself that whatever seas are running at the time they 
are not large enough to expose you to the risk of stranding at the entrance (3.6m) 
and are insufficient to cause a broach should you get caught in a breaker and surf off 
course. The reverse is the case when outward bound. 

You may then negotiate the entrance with sufficient sail/power to maintain reliable 
steerage to maintain the bearing of 032° until you are well past the line breakers and 
safely inside. 

Manthorpe called this the "dry mouth manoeuvre". 

Spare a thought for the crews of the undermanned, engineless and unweildy ketches 
which routinely traded to Waterloo Bay for nearly a century up until the 1930s. 

The narrow and relatively shallow entrance may attenuate the SW swell inside 
somewhat but as the image shows significant swells do radiate throughout the bay. 
Once inside you are trapped until any inclement weather moderates. 

 

ANCHORAGES: 

 

11.1. JETTY  

 

It is no accident that the township was established in the middle of the SE lobe of the 
bay. The swells radiating from the entrance throughout the northern parts of the bay 
are smaller in front of the town. 

On each of our visits we decided not to moor alongside the jetty for those reasons. 
Fresh water and fuel are not available at the jetty and it is about half a mile walk to 
the town. There was an iron ladder about halfway down the jetty on the right-hand 
side. 
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The locals advise of a sunken wreck or debris of some sort in the vicinity of the jetty 
but we did not investigate this 

 

11.2.TOWNSHIP. 

 

We chose to anchor in white sand off the boat ramp immediately N and NW of the 
small indentation near the town in 3.5 – 4.5m off the boat ramp. 

The beach to the North of the anchorage extends N and then NW. The stretch of 
water (in patches of weed and sand) North of our anchorage appeared to be 
reasonably sheltered in the moderate S and SE prevailing at the time. 

 

11.3. NORTHWEST. 

The locals told us that reasonable holding could be found in the NW part of the bay 
in the event of a fresh N-NW. My preference would always be to leave the bay 
without delay if possible and find anchorage elsewhere if a Westerly gale was likely 
to follow.  

Elliston is a pleasant town with friendly people and has most of the facilities needed 
for a stay of a day or two. It has a very colourful history some of which is briefly 
mentioned by Scarce, Cruising Guide et cetera Vol 4 at 366 et seq 

My information, from local aboriginal people is that the incident referred to by Scarce 
at page 69 where local aboriginal people were driven into the sea at Blackfellas 
which was said to have occurred late in the 19th century took place much later and  
that there were people alive in 1987 who witnessed the events. The whole topic is 
very controversial. 

The site of the massacre is said to be a point along the cliffs between Salmon Pt and 
Cape Finniss. 

We could find no commemorative plaque. There are no records of inquests or 
prosecutions 
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12.  WEST COAST - WALDEGRAVE ISLANDS - CAPE FINNISS. 

 

SOURCES. 

Charts 

Aus 121. 

Electronic chart as below. 

 

Other. 

Extract from The Australian.  August 7, 2009 re-failed abalone farm. 

Wikipedia.  Investigator Group.  Birdlife. 

 

If the instinct for self-preservation overcomes your sense of adventure and you 
decide not to tackle the entrance to Waterloo Bay or to postpone it until the weather 
improves, consider the short voyage west about “The Watchers” to the Waldegrave 
Islands and/or Cape Finniss where there is a road into Elliston. 

There is a charted depth of 22m between The Watchers but the surrounding area 
shows depth of 40 to 45m  

There are two anchorages which provide shelter from southerly winds in all weather, 
at East Waldegrave Island and another at Cape Finniss. All have good holding in 
white sand. 

 

12.1. EAST WALDEGRAVE 

The approach to the Waldegrave anchorage and its environs is quite straightforward 
and evident from the chartlet and the first image (with an anchor). The best spot is a 
snug anchorage off the sandy beach in the small cove near the Eastern end of the 
larger East Waldegrave Island.  At the Eastern corner of the cove there are rocks 
whitewashed with a copious accretions of bird poo which not only indicates the 
presence of a large number of birds but fish as well. 

There was a failed attempt to farm abalone a little to the north of the centre of East 
Waldegrave as marked which was abandoned in 2010 after spectacularly going into 
liquidation at great expense to the State government and some scandal. Wreckage 
from the farm has been removed.   
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12.2. CAPE FINNISS, 

An approach to the Cape Finniss anchorage is a little more complicated.  

When approaching from the Northern side of the Waldegraves firstly clear the reef 
extending north from MacLachlan Point and identify the reef which extends in a 
South-westerly direction from MacLachlan point for about two thirds of the distance 
between MacLachlan point and Cape Finniss as indicated in red on the chartlet.  
Pass between the two detached rocks which form part of the reef on the western 
shore of the mainland to the small cove indicated by an anchor on the image and the 
chartlet. 

I understand that it is possible to approach the Cape Finniss anchorage from the 
South by passing between Cape Finniss and the southern extremity of the reef to the 
North depending on draught but we did not try it. 

Cape Finniss itself is somewhat flat and uninteresting and offers less protection from 
Southerly wind than the anchorage at East Waldegrave but it does provide access 
by bush track to Elliston when entry to Waterloo Bay is not tenable. 
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CONSERVATION STATUS: 

The Waldegrave Islands are the Eastern most subgroup of the Investigator Group.  
The Southern part of the group consists of the Pearson, Veterans and Dorothee 
Islands and to the north, Flinders, Ward and Topgallant islands.  All except Flinders 
Island are within the Investigator Group Conservation Park. 

The islands are a national park and are recognised internationally as an Important 
Bird Area “as they support over 1% of the world population of Cape Barren Geese 
and the vulnerable Fairy Tern.  The IBA probably supports over 1% of the world 
population of Black faced cormorants and Pacific gulls.” 

There is much scientific literature dealing with the flora and fauna of the islands of 
the group.  Further reading includes: 

Wikipedia – The Investigator Group. 

www://birdlife.org/datazone/site factsheet.  php?id = 24721.  Appendix 2. 

Robinson, Canty et al.  South Australia’s Offshore Islands.  1996 (now out of 
print) Pp 17 – 112, particularly 77, 55, 82, 88 and with respect to Waldegrave 
islands 17, 186 – 88 and the accompanying bibliography. 
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13.  WEST COAST – VENUS BAY – Pt  KENNY. 

 

SOURCES. 

CHARTS. 

Aus121  (Port plans) to notice number 795 of 2002. 

Aus 342 (1979)  Streaky Bay to Whidbey Isles. 

The Waters of South Australia, supra. Map. 40.. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION . 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot. 1973 – 1975.Vol 1 p60. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot. 2011 Vol 1 Para 10.108.  

Notes of Conversations with Capt DP Manthorpe. 

Images as under. 

The Offshore Islands of South Australia. 

Generally pages 179 – 183. 

Birds, 366 – 71. 

Mammals 364 – 5 

Plants 352 – 63 

Vegetation 78. 

Caring for our Country-  Business Plan 2012 – 13, DENR  

Conservation Themes 2008  

Port Kenny 2004  

Venus Bay – Tourist information. 

Venus Bay Demographics. 

Scarce, A Cruising guide supra.  
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TIDES. 

Although Venus Bay is classified as a secondary port and its tidal times there 
is said to be insufficient data for official purposes. BOM, williweather et al also 
publish tidal data including swell height wind speed and direction in real time 
and forecasts for a day or two ahead. This information not necessarily 
reliable.  

The information for Pt Weyland is relevant to determine conditions at Howard 
Rock which is vital to safe passage into Venus Bay. 

 

Venus Bay ranks behind Streaky Bay, Ceduna and Coffin Bay as one of only a few 
all-weather anchorages between Pt Lincoln and Esperance. 

It consists of a spectacular entrance past rocky cliffs and opens into an ancient 
landlocked but shallow estuary with shifting sand bars and mudflats. 

At its widest it is about 10 miles long and 2 miles wide with seven islands some of 
mud with the largest, Germein Is of sand. 

The first image shows the full extent of the bay. 

I do not know whether the area to the North west of a line between Germein Is and 
Port Kenny is navigable by shallow draught vessels.  Local knowledge is needed 

You could do worse than being weathered in at Venus Bay. 

Once inside the bay provides excellent anchorage and shelter but with limited shore 
side facilities. Mercifully the comprehensive general store has a liquor licence 

There is plenty to explore by dinghy, fish to catch and the local flora and fauna will 
repay careful study. 

If weather bound at Venus in storm conditions it is necessary to wait a day or two 
after the weather has moderated for the swell to settle before attempting to depart 
the bay. This is its major disadvantage over Streaky Bay. 

. 

Negotiating the entrance is best described by directly quoting from the Admiralty 
Sailing Directions, Australia Pilot 2011.Para 10.108. 

 

Venus Bay 
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10.108 

 Description. Venus Bay (33° 14 S. 134° 37 E.) is entered between 
two low rocky points 1.5 miles east north-east of Point Weyland 
(10.106). The entrance is fronted by a bar, the outer part of which 
usually breaks, except with the ingoing tidal stream and in moderate 
conditions; in bad weather, with the outgoing stream it is a mass of 
breakers. 

There are depths of 6.4 m over the outer and most exposed part of the 
bar and there is the least depth of 3.9 m over the inner and narrowest 
part of the entrance. The bay is landlocked and is available to vessels 
of 3.7 m draft, but is only used by fishing vessels. 

The bay is foul over most of the area. Germein Island (33° 13 S., 134° 
40 E.) is situated on the north side of the channel to Port Kenny is low 
and swampy with mangroves near the coast except that the South end 
where there is a sand ridge. 

The town of Venus Bay stands on the south shore of the bay about five 
cables East of the entrance and Port Kenny stands on the North shore 
about 3.5 miles north. 

 

Tidal Streams run through the entrance in the direction of the channel 
at a rate of from 3 to 4 kn. 

Caution. The channels inside the bar are subject to frequent changes 
and are marked by Beacons. 

Local knowledge is essential. 

Directions. The approach is made from a position about 7.5 cables 
south-east of Pt Weyland (33° 15 S. 134° 29 E). and well clear of 
Howard Rock a dangerous rock lying 2 1/2 cables S E of Pt Weyland 
and over which the sea breaks heavily in bad weather. At HW when the 
sea is smooth it may not show. (See reference to Howard Rock below, 
RH). 

Leading lights. 

Front light (Triangle point up on beacon) 

Rear light (Triangle point down on beacon) 
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The alignment (027°) of these two light beacons situated on the north 
side of the N point of the entrance leads through the best water on the 
outer part of the bar. 

The alignment (069°) of a beacon (Port hand) standing on the south 
east of a drying patch, east north-east of the entrance and a beacon 
(black; triangle top mark), standing three cables East North East of the 
first beacon leads through the entrance points and the best water on 
the inner part of the bar, thence east passing north of the beacon 
marking a sole with a depth of 1.8 m, towards the anchorage. 

A channel marked by beacons (lateral) leads towards Port Kenny (33° 
10 S. 134° 41 E.) 

10.110 

Anchorage space is limited, but sheltered anchorage may be 
obtained in a position SSW of the inner leading marks. 

Jetties: 

Port Kenny, a jetty extends about 32 m south from the shore 
about 3.5 miles north of the entrance to the bay. 

Venus Bay, a jetty extends about 37 m north from the shore 
about seven cables E of the entrance to the bay. There is a 
small crane on the jetty". 

 

 

Negotiating the entrance to Venus Bay is much less challenging than 
Waterloo Bay but in fresh SW and a strong ebb tide the seas do break across 
the entrance and it becomes unsafe. 

My experience on three occasions confirms the wisdom of Manthorpe's advice 
namely, that if the sea is breaking on Howard Rock off Pt. Weyland 
negotiating the entrance is contraindicated. 

Tide times and range for Venus and Pt Weyland as well as windspeed 
direction and swell height are published by willyweather et al but this does not 
necessarily indicate the actual conditions at the entrance in real-time. 
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HOWARD ROCK MARKED WITH RED ASTERISK 
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Image1, shows the extent of Venus Bay including Port Kenny. Image 2 shows 
the entrance and the channel to the anchorage (roughly north of the jetty and 
north of the sandbar) and also the channel to the jetty in more detail. The 
chartlets show the indicative positions of the beacons. 

The images are not to be used for navigation as the sandbars shift 
significantly from time to time, The last images as at 2018.and are distorted by 
magnification and cropping. Lead and marker positions are approximate only. 

The leads are a difficult to identify in the early morning with the sun behind 
them but quite clear when the sun is higher. 

The ideal time to negotiate the entrance is when Howard Rock is not 
breaking, part way through a floodtide, when the sun is high enough to 
positively identify the leads, beacons, all of the relevant topography and prior 
to the establishment of the sea breeze in settled summer weather. The first 
anchorage is only a short distance from the jetty however the shallow sandbar 
evident on the chart and the images lies between it and the jetty. 

 

13.1 JETTY 

Do not discount mooring at the jetty particularly if there is a friendly fishing 
boat to which you can attach even temporarily. This will avoid you going up 
and down against the jetty with the rise and fall of the tide which has a 
substantial range and velocity of up to 3kts. 

At low tide the jetty piles are a mass of coral and barnacles and a wooden 
plank suspended horizontally over the side between fenders is suggested for 
topside protection if you plan to moor directly alongside.  

On one occasion we noticed the tide boiling past with 5 ktn showing on our 
speed log when moored alongside a fishing boat at the end of the jetty. There 
are plenty of snook, tommies trevally and garfish to be caught from the jetty. 
Slack water at sunrise and sunset seem to be the best times. 

The major attractions are the main drag towards the licensed premises and 
the beachfront toilet block which is the only source of brackish freshwater 
available and the very helpful locals. Water is a very valuable commodity at 
Venus Bay in summer. 

The land to the Southwest and Southeast of the jetty and the anchorage is 
relatively flat and winds from those quarters blow strongly. 

. 
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I am unable to say whether the leads or channel markers are lit or fitted with 
radar reflectors. The chart shows that the markers are equipped with the 
appropriate top marks but I am not certain that that is now correct. 

 

13.2. SANDBAR. 

A second anchorage is as described above and its general position marked 
on the chartlet. 

 

If you are weather bound in Venus Bay and depending on your draft you 
might consider exploring the narrow and winding passage to Port Kenny. The 
chart suggests that it is still navigable. My preference would be to attempt it 
with a dinghy and outboard if at all. 

 

13.3. PORT KENNY. 

I have a vague memory of calling at Port Kenny with my father in one of the 
small Coast Company ships (Yandra or Yalata) when I was a young boy .I 
remember that the ship grounded alongside the jetty when loaded and waiting 
for the floodtide before leaving. 

Most of the cargo to or from Port Kenny was later shipped by barge to Venus 
Bay and then loaded onto a visiting ship. It is not hard to see why, once the 
roads had been improved, road transport rapidly replaced the small ships. 
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14. WEST COAST-- SCEALE BAY-YANNERBIE.    

 

 

Chart. 

Aus 342. 

Electronic chart to 15 September 2020. 

 

Further information. 

Admiralty Sailing directions(1973 ,1999 and 2011 editions). 

Images as included. 

 

 

Sceale Bay extends Northwest from Cape Blanche to Cape Westall for a distance of 
about 5 miles. It is exposed to the West and backed by a long white beach which 
extends along most of the eastern shoreline of the bay. 

There is a small settlement of the Southern end comprising mostly of holiday shacks 
with a small permanent population, probably less than 200 which expands 
dramatically during the summer holidays. 

There are no shops or other facilities. 

A short jetty close to the settlement was demolished in the early 1970s but is still 
noted on the chart. 

The bay and its environs are known for its good surfing beach and in the North-east 
backed by the famous and spectacular white sand hills of Yannerbie and an almost 
inexhaustible supply of fish. 

From Cape Blanche the Southern coast of the bay consists of low weathered 
limestone which runs down to relatively flat area where the settlement is established. 
It is connected by road to Streaky Bay a short distance away. 

 

. 

 



112 
 

 

 

 

. 



113 
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ANCHORAGES. 

 

14.1 SOUTHERN. 

The first of the two anchorages t is in the southern lobe off the settlement and 
provides shelter in Southeast, through South to East north east 

Coming from South, after clearing Cape Blanche and allowing for the fringing reef 
which extends to the West of it steer slightly North of East until you clear the 
submerged rock (which does not break in Southerly conditions) about halfway 
between Cape Blanche and the eastern shore. The settlement will be quite obvious. 

Then steer roughly South and anchor in weed and sand in a depth of 10 to 12 m 
immediately North of a track and boat ramp running down to the beach. This was 
probably where the jetty was once located. 

You can probably anchor closer to the beach according to depth. 

There is no large-scale chart of the area but the electronic chart and the image may 
be of some assistance. 

From the settlement the bay extends firstly Northeast then North to the northern lobe 
of the bay which is known locally as Yannerbie where there are also shacks. 

The East, Northeast and North shore is backed by a series of high and spectacularly 
white mobile sand dunes which change colour from brilliant white to orange at 
sunset. These are the famous "Sandhills of Yannerbie." 

 

14.2. YANNERBIE (NORTHERN) 

 

The second anchorage is in the northern lobe of the bay East of Speed Pt, off the 
shacks where shelter can be found from Northwest through East to Southeast and 
perhaps light SW conditions according to draught. There was a cluster of small 
trailerable fishing boats anchored in very shallow water close to the settlement. 

We anchored East of Speed Pt about one third of the way between the point and the 
eastern shore of the bay in a sudden but short-lived Northeast gale with 
thunderstorms which was the product one of the occasional monsoonal tongues 
which venture into this area in high summer. The sand blown off the sand hills 
completely obscured the shore and; for a time and the bow of the boat. Photos could 
not adequately capture the density of the sand storm. 
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The Southwest swell/surf breaks constantly on most of the central part of the bay. In 
moderate conditions the North end of the surf line terminates a relatively short 
distance south of line between Speed Point and about 1/3 of the distance between 
the northernmost extremity of the bay and the southern end as shown on the image.  

On three separate occasions in moderate South south easterly winds during the 
afternoon and overnight the northern lobe of the bay at the anchorage was 
remarkably free from the prevailing Southwest swell. 

During the overnight calm after the gale the surf could be heard booming onto the 
beach a mile or so away. 

On leaving the bay care must be exercised to avoid the fringing reefs off Speed Pt 
and also those extending from the South and West extremity of Pt Westall . 
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15..WEST COAST – COURVISART BAY-- DREADNOUGHTS.  

 

SOURCES 

 

CHARTS 

Aus 341 (1979) Streaky Bay to Whidbey Isles. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions – Australia Pilot third edition 2011 ibid. Para 
10.95. 

2 Photographs 

Google Image 

Electronic chartlet 

 

Proceeding NW from Sceale Bay and after allowing due clearance of the outlying 
reefs off Speed Pt, Pt Westall ( both its W and NW extremities) the snug and 
picturesque anchorage is to be found at “The Dreadnoughts " in the SE corner of 
Courvisart Bay. 

The Admiralty Sailing Directions – Australia Pilot third edition 2011 supra describes 
Corvisart Bay as follows: 

"Chart Aus 341. 

Courvisart Bay  

10.95 

Courvisart Bay (32° 40 9S  134° 05 E.) is situated between Cape Bauer (32° 
44 S. 134° 04 E. and Point Westall (11 miles S). The shore of the bay consists 
of sand and rock backed by sandhills. The Dreadnoughts, a reef with a depth 
of 7.3 m over its outer end over which the sea occasionally breaks, extends 
more than 1 mile north from the coast about 2 miles north-east of Point 
Westall. With the exception of this reef there are considerable depths in the 
Bay. 
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The bay is open to the SW and too exposed for safe anchorage." ( This refers 
to commercial shipping, not for smaller vessels. See below– my note) 

 

 

 

 

 

The electronic chartlet alone does not demonstrate the extent of the reef with 
sufficient particularity 
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The Sailing directions correctly identify the general unsuitability of Courvisart Bay 
proper as an anchorage however Dreadnaught reef provides a natural breakwater 
for small vessels to its immediate East. It is well sheltered from Southwest to East 
and probably reasonable in the light Westerly although I have not experienced the 
latter. Some swell may break through the reef in moderate to strong Westerlies. 

 

 

1.Dreadnoughts from approx. 1nm West. 

 

 

2.Anchorage. East of Dreadnoughts 
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The reef is a mixture of limestone and granite and when approached from the 
Northwest or West appears to be dark almost black against the Eastern shore of the 
bay .In profile, the shape of a Dreadnought battleship can be imagined (Photo 1) 

The anchorage is within 300 m on the Eastern side of The Dreadnoughts in clear 
sand and close in to the high North facing limestone cliffs fronted by a white beach. 
(Photo 2). 

Anchor according to draught. There is 3-4 m of water within 300 m E of the reef 

It is an ideal stopover on the mainland after a long bash from the Northwest into the 
settled summer Southeast winds especially when they are overlaid with often strong 
sea breezes.    

It is flat calm, uncannily windless and provides almost perfect shelter from E-WSW in 
contrast with the rest of the bay. 

In hot weather it is like a pizza oven. The water is champagne clear and swim off the 
beach is recommended. 

There is a bush track apparent on the image in case of emergencies.. 

. 
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16..WEST COAST   STREAKY BAY. 

 

SOURCES. 

 

CHARTS. 

 

Aus 121 Port Plans. 

Aus  341 Head of Great Australian Bight to Streaky Bay. 

Aus 342.  Streaky Bay to Whidbey Isles.      

 

FURTHER INFORMATION. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot. Vol 1 . 3rd edition 2011. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot.Vol 1  1973-5 

Consolidation of notes of Capt. JH Halliday, Capt. DP Manthorpe, 
conversations with Pep Manthorpe., personal notes and photographs and 
observations taken on four previous cruises and a roadtrip. 

Scarce. A Cruising Guide to the Historic West Coast. Vol 4 .p125 et seq. 

Safish website. 

 

TIDES. 

Streaky Bay is a secondary port. For tide times and ranges see published tide 
charts or B.O.M website,wiiliweather and other commercial websites. 

 

 

Following his discovery on the 5th February 1802 Flinders wrote, 

“The water was much discoloured in streaks, at less than one mile from the ship…” . 

Streaky Bay is a deep indentation which extends for a distance of 16nm Northwest 
from Cape Bauer to Pt. Brown. 
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The township stands at the southern lobe of the bay (Blanche Port), an area of 
mostly shallow and almost entirely landlocked waterway with the best all-weather 
anchorages Northwest of Port Lincoln although some of the bay has a thin layer of 
sand/mud with weed over rock.  

The central, northern and larger parts of the bay consists of shifting sand bars, long 
white beaches and some excellent anchorages with good holding in sand, mud and 
weed throughout although the best holding is in patches of clear white sand. 

Blanche Port has the advantage of easy access, 360° shelter in all weather, 
relatively shallow sheltered water, little fetch, fuel, water a regular bus service and 
access to a town with reasonable facilities via the jetty including an excellent 
community pub, supermarket, GP, police station, a friendly yacht club and a small 
hospital. Fuel is available at the jetty by appointment with the local agent.  There is a 
regular bus service but no longer a scheduled air service. 

It was once a major port on the west coast for coastal shipping to and from Adelaide 
but with the improvements in roads and air transportation it fell into disuse in the late 
1950s. 

The current principal commercial foci are farming, fishing and tourism . 

The slipway to the west of the jetty appears derelict and otherwise unsuitable for 
deep keeled yachts. 

Streaky is a pleasant place to be weatherbound for several days and short trips to 
and from the northern part of the bay with its many anchorages are easily achieved 
when anticipating bad weather or when conditions begin to moderate. 

It is an oft used stopping off port on the way west or after a crossing of the Bight. Up 
to half a dozen itinerant yachts may be found in the bay from time to time.  

The Streaky Bay locals say that the wind from any direction is 10 kn less inside 
Blanche Port than anywhere outside and this is certainly true in sea breeze 
conditions from my limited experience in settled summer weather. 

In an emergency I would be prepared to leave a boat unattended in Streaky Bay 
provided by could find an acceptable anchoring spot preferably in the white patches 
to the West of the jetty or in some of the clear patches to the immediate East.   

Below are relevant pages from the Sailing Directions, Australia Pilot Vol 1 pp 346 – 
347 Paragraphs 10.85 – 10.94 which with the Port Plan, Sailing Directions provide 
clear directions as to the approaches to Streaky Bay. The amateur navigator can do 
no better than follow their wisdom. 
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This is
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APPROACHES. 

Streaky Bay is approached via three channels as shown above. 

South Channel passes North of South Sand light to Pt Gibson and thence through 
the marked channel on the E side of the port to the township of Streaky Bay situated 
at the Southerly extremity of Blanche Port.  

This southern approach is straightforward in daylight and at night when it is well lit. 

Dashwood Channel is an alternative entrance where there is shelter to the Northwest 
of the South sand as shown in the chartlet of the central portion of the bay.  There is 
some shelter to the Northeast of the shallowest part of South sand which dries. 

The northernmost, Warburton Channel provides access to the Northern part of the 
Bay and the anchorages shown on the third facsimile chartlet and the long disused 
Carawa Jetty off the small settlement of Haslam. 

The two images which follow are the Southern and central parts of the bay and show 
the main features.  They must not be used for navigation they are indicative only.   
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ANCHORAGES 

 

SOUTHERN STREAKY BAY. 

 

If approaching Streaky Bay from the Southeast there is safe passage between Cape 
Bauer and the reef extending to the north-east from Olive Is, however most will 
choose to pass West of Olive Island before following the South Channel into Blanche 
Port. 

The Sailing Directions provide detailed instructions at Para 10.90-10.94 (2011 
edition) and p 57-59 (1973 – 1975 edition) which are written for commercial coasters.  

The Port Plan shows that the northern shore of the Gibson Peninsular between the 
reef North of Cape Bauer and the extension of the spit East of Pt Gibson has charted 
depths of between 2.1 and 10 m within a mile of the shore. 
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On approach from the South-east it is necessary to clear the reef extending North 
from Cape Bauer, pass North of the South Channel beacon and then to pass to the 
East of the Pt Gibson light until the beacons marking the passage into Blanche Port 
and the flasher on the end of the jetty (Q.Fl.WR 10M) can be clearly identified after 
taking appropriate clearing bearings on the Pt Gibson light. This approach is well lit 
and straight forward night and day but best adopted in daylight. The Pt Gibson spit is 
steep-to on its East side. 

 

16.1.  NORTH SHORE OF GIBSON PENNINSULA. 

There is good anchorage (and fishing) according to draught all along the 
North shore of Gibson peninsular at a distance of between ½ and 1m offshore 
in South west through South to South-east winds. 

 

BLANCHE PORT. 

Safe 360° anchorage is to be found in sand and mud and weed throughout 
Blanche Port but ideally in clear white sand patches 

 

16.2.  TOWN JETTY. 

The jetty has a least depth of about 3 m for two thirds of the distance from the 
head. The East side is slightly deeper but it is preferable to moor on the West 
side of the jetty in South East conditions. 

Take advantage of the presence of any fishing boats at the jetty and seek 
permission to moor alongside them provided you are adequately fendered. 
Let them move up and down with the tide.  

If you do moor beam on to the jetty use a plank suspended between large 
fenders to avoid scratches from rusty bolts and barnacles on the piles . 

For myself and other geriatrics a rope ladder would assist in climbing from the 
boat to the jetty. 

It is only a short walk to the front bar of the hotel. 

 

16.3. NORTH OF JETTY- AUSTRALIA PILOT. 

 



128 
 

The anchorage reported in the Sailing Directions (3rd edition Vol 1. Para 
10.92). North of the jetty seems more suited to commercial shipping but is 
undoubtedly safe for all vessels in all weathers. (Inspected but not tried) 
There is very little fetch between the shore and the anchorage in any 
direction.  

 

16.4. PERFORATED ROCKS /CRAWFORDS LANDING. 

Anchorage is also to be found, between Perforated Rocks and Oyster Spit 
and also between Crawford’s Landing and Target Point which protrudes to the 
South (inspected but not tried) 

 

16.5. SHAG POINT. 

Another anchorage for use in Northwest through West to South is off the West 
shore North of Shag Point in 4.5 m depth near some permanent moorings and 
a boat ramp. (Inspected but not tried)  

The latter anchorage is easily identified by its proximity to the two tall 
communication masts visible throughout the bay.  

The anchorages at Shag Pt and that referred to in the Sailing Directions (3 rd 
edition Vol1.  Para 10.92 are safe but much less convenient for access to the 
town. 

 

 

 

CENTRAL STREAKY BAY. 

 

16.6. EBA ISLAND. 

Eba Island is Northnorthwest of Pt. Gibson and is connected by sand spit to 
the shore at the South end of Perlubie Beach.  

The anchorage is close inshore off the small indentation in the North shore of 
the island as indicated on the chartlet providing shelter from South south west 
through to East. 

I have had several comfortable nights in a strong South and South-east on 
two consecutive trips and recommend this anchorage 
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The locals say that in very strong Southwest conditions better shelter from the 
swell is achieved by moving further East an anchoring North of the sand spit 
between the island and the shore in white sand according to draught. 

The image is clear enough to see the approximate location of the anchorage. 

 

16.7. PIG FACE ISLAND. (Inspected but not tried)  

This anchorage is in about 3 m depth and about a quarter of a mile to the 
North-west of Pigface Is in sand and weed. 

The anchorage can be clearly seen in the image 

 

16.8. SOUTH SAND. (Inspected but not tried).  

As the charterlet indicates South Sand is a partially exposed sand spit of 
about 4 miles in length extending in an E-W direction with a dog leg to the 
North-west at the West end. 

South Sand can be approached either through Dashwood Channel or from 
South via the clear Channel between Eba Is and the unlit beacon on the 
eastern point of South Sand. 

There is clear passage between this beacon and the mainland about 2 miles 
East 

South Sand provides shelter in South south west through South to Southeast 
with some temporary shelter in light Westerly in the small indentation towards 
its Western end depending on the tide.. 

We had no difficulty in filling our quota of King George Whiting on two 
occasions  

 

 

NORTHERN STREAKY BAY. 

 

There are dozens of anchorages amongst the spits, sand bars and unnamed 
indentations in Northern Streaky Bay where safe anchorage can almost 
always be obtained from wind and swell in almost all directions and offer the 
opportunity to catch a fish or two. 
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The Sailing Directions specify those appropriate for coastal shipping but as 
usual recreational vessels with lesser draught may approach closer to the 
shore and obtain better shelter. 

The Port Plan and the Sailing Directions (3rd edition 2011 Para 10.89) and 
1973 – 75 edition  report four anchorages in the northern part of Streaky Bay, 
namely Gascoigne Bay, Pt. Lindsay and off the North-east shore West of 
Carawa Jetty.   

 

16.9. GASCOIGNE BAY.  (Inspected but not tried)  

 Gasgoine Bay is situated between Pt. De Mole and Pt. Collinson at the far 
north-western end of Streaky Bay. 

There is an area with a charted depth of between 4.1 and 4 m marked with an 
anchor symbol on the chartlet about halfway between the two points and 
between two sets of breaking rocks.  

From observations, Sailing Directions and the Port Plan care must be taken to 
avoid the breaking rocks about halfway between the two points either side of 
the approach to this anchorage it seems to provide very good shelter from the 
North East through North and perhaps as far as West depending on the swell. 

. 

16.10. PT LINDSAY. (Inspected but not tried) 

The Sailing Directions show a depth of 9m in the anchorage off Pt Lindsay but 
this is not consistent with the plot on the Plan. This is probably explicable in 
terms of inadequate survey and/or shifting sands. 

Whatever the true position may be there appears to be adequate charted 
depth for vessels drawing 1.5m.  The bottom consists of sand and weed .The 
discrepancy should not present a problem provided proper care is taken.   

 

16.11. NORTH BANK – WEST OF CARAWA JETTY. (Inspected but not tried) 

The anchorage West of Carawa Jetty as set out in the Sailing Directions 
shows a depth of 9 m on the east side of the North bank.  The bank which 
dries at low tide but obviously vessels with a shallow draft can anchor up to 1 
mile further South and closer under the lee of North bank. 

. 

16.12.  CARAWA JETTY. (HASLAM).  (Inspected but not tried)  
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The establishment of this jetty and the township of Haslam was dictated by 
the supposed shelter from North Bank which extends in a West north westerly 
direction from the shore with isolated islands of sand tapering to the south. 

Wool and sandalwood from the sheep stations of Lake Everard, Hitalba, 
Yardea and Kondulka were shipped from the beach from the early 1860s first 
by a chute (like a slippery dip) and later by the jetty which was completed in 
1912. 

Given the limitations of the bullock/horse/camel transport at the time it was 
easier to ship out of Haslam rather than go the extra distance to Blanche Port. 

The port of Haslam was found to be too exposed, had limited accessibility for 
ketches and unwieldy coasters and was abandoned in favour of Blanche Port 
in the 1950s .  

There are unlit beacons on the East end of the bank, and the Northwest, 
Southwest and Southerly underwater extensions of it . 

I would be reluctant to anchor here overnight unless I was absolutely certain 
of a calm night with no swell. 

If you are uneasy about any of these anchorages it is a relatively short trip to 
the security of Blanche Port. 

 

 

HISTORY. 

The history of Streaky Bay and the surrounding districts from its discovery in Nuyts 
time to today is a monument to human endurance and tenacity. 

There is much historical information available but an informal short but unverified 
history is set out by Graham Scarce , p125 et seq 

 

16B. ADVANTAGES OF STREAKY BAY (BLANCHE PORT) AS A 360° ALL-
WEATHER ANCHORAGE. 

 

1.  Unlike Venus Bay and Coffin Bay there is no significant sandbar or wave 
swept reefs at the entrance to negotiate if you leave your run for shelter a little 
too late. 

2.  The passage to the township is (or was in 2013, well lit) 
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3.  Once the weather has settled there is no need to wait a day or two in 
Streaky for swell across a bar to subside before leaving. 

4.  There are plenty of the places to explore by day trips to the northern part of 
the bay with reasonable shelter while you are waiting for an improvement in 
the weather, all are within easy return distance to Blanche Port. 

5.  I would be prepared to leave an unattended boat anchored at Blanche Port 
in settled weather. It is safer and free from the “souveniring” by enterprising 
local children endemic at Ceduna. 

6.  I would prefer to heave to overnight offshore rather than attempt to 
negotiate the entrance to Venus Bay in hours of darkness without ascertaining 
that Howard Rock was not breaking.  I would not consider entering Waterloo 
Bay at night notwithstanding the excellent leads on the jetty. 

7.  The outer anchorage off Farm Beach at Coffin Bay is untenable in strong 
North-west through West south-westerly conditions and it is necessary to 
negotiate the shallow entrance when the swell may be high and anchor on the 
N shore of Coffin Bay Peninsular. Although achievable, this is not a task to be 
relished at night with strong winds possibly high swell and poor visibility 
without intimate knowledge of the day-to-day conditions at the bar. 

7.  Although Ceduna provides reasonable anchorage in most weather the 
layer of sand over limestone is thin throughout the bay.  (See notes which 
follow) Good information as to the best anchoring spot is almost always 
available at the yacht club. 

8.  It is likely that you will need to move from anchorage off the town or the N 
Shore of Cape Thevenard to reach the lee of Denial Bay settlement when the 
wind clocks from the Northeast through North to Northwest and then shift 
anchorage again as the wind goes from West through South and Southeast 
as the front moves Eastward across the continent. 

9.  Blanche Port is almost completely landlocked and is usually less wind in 
Blanche Port than outside. 

           10.  Entry and departure from Streaky Bay is not tide dependant. 

 

 

 

 

 



133 
 

17.WEST COAST--  FRANKLIN ISLANDS.  1 DEC 2012, 

 

SOURCES 

 

CHARTS. 

 

Aus 120. Approaches to Thevenard. 

The Waters of South Australia (1996) –Book of charts published by 
Department of Marine and Harbours. 

Aus 341. Twin Rocks to Streaky Bay. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

 

Admiralty Sailing Directions – Australia Pilot. 2011 edition Para 10.83. 

Image and chartlet of the islands showing the anchorages including Pyramid 
Rock to the North-East of East Franklin island and the reef to the South West 
of the Western island.    

Notes of Capt J H Halliday,conversations with Capt DP Manthorpe and notes 
from personal observations. 

Chartlet page 144 and commentary commencing at page 143 in Scarce, A 
Cruising Guide Ibid. Volume 4. 

Robinson et al. South Australia's Offshore islands (supra) 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS.-VERY HIGH. 

 

Although not geographically part of the Nuyts Archipelago the Franklins are included 
in the Nuyts Archipelago Conservation Park 

The islands are of major importance as a wildlife habitat and landing is not permitted 
on either of the Franklin islands. ( See NP & W website. Enquiries to regional offices 
, Port Lincoln or Ceduna.) 
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. 

HISTORICAL NOTE. 

The islands were named by Matthew Flinders after his younger cousin and 
midshipman on the "Investigator" John Franklin after whom Franklin Harbour 
(Cowell) was also named. There are many biographies of this brave but flawed man. 

Franklin followed in Flinders wake, became a prominent explorer in his own right and 
Governor of the convict colony of Van Diemen' s Land. 

 A short biography and a reconstruction of his tragic final voyage when he attempted 
to discover the North West Passage is told by Scott Cookman.  "Ice Blink". John 
Wiley and Sons 2000.  ISBN 0 – 471 – 37790 – 2. 

 

APPROACHES. 

 

From the North the two islands appear almost identical and are separated by an 
impassable sandy tidal spit. 
 
We approached from 2.5 miles north of the white beach. 

The area of shallower water extends much further North by about 1.5 miles from the 
Eastern tip of the Eastern Island than is indicated on the chart.   

It is easier to see the fringing reefs on the West and North side of the Western island 
and by passing West of it by approx. 1 nm and proceeding North for about 1.5 nm 
and then gradually come to a heading which will place you roughly in the middle of 
the white sandy beach on the Northwest coast of the Western island 

Care must be taken to identify and avoid the reef identified on the image and chart 
left of the centre of the two islands. It breaks only occasionally and is difficult to see 
at high tide,in calm weather or when the sun is low. 

If proceeding to the Eastern Anchorage (North of the white beach on the 
easternmost island) it is better to pass North of this reef which, once identified again 
steer for the centre of the white beach on the Eastern island. 
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We did not follow the wisdom of the Sailing Directions as our approaches were in 
daylight when the sun was high and the various reefs were obvious.  

The Sailing Directions which are designed for commercial shipping show only one 
anchorage. 

The three anchorages are close inshore on the northern side of each island (as 
indicated on the image and chartet with good holding in clear white sand indispersed 
with ribbon and cork weed, ideal territory for whiting, garfish,tommies and squid. 

They provide shelter in winds from South-west through East to South-east. The area 
of shallower water extending (uncharted) North from the Eastern end of the East 
island unexpectedly provided some shelter in Easterly conditions.   

The islands are comparatively low, the maximum height being 44 m West of the 
centre of the Western island.  They do not provide much shelter from the wind. The 
anchorage shown off the sand spit is windier than the others as the wind funnels 
between the islands. 

There is a derelict shed and rusty water tank in the mid-shore of the Western island 
probably the result of scientific activities or unsuccessful attempts to farm many 
years ago. 

 

 

FLORA AND FAUNA.. 

 

After the remote operatic grandeur of Greenly, Pearson and Flinders Islands the 
North shores of each of the Franklin Islands seem somewhat flat and uninspiring. 

 However, on a summer evening the sky becomes almost black with a wheeling and 
swirling mass of shearwaters (mutton birds) heading to their burrows after a day 
fishing far offshore.  

The islands are summer the nesting sites of more than 200,000 Short tailed 
shearwaters mixed with the occasional Fleshy foot shearwater (Robinson supra) is 
which migrate annually from the North Pacific Japan and Korea and Siberia, 
sometimes via California to the same nest to mate with the same partner produce a 
single egg and then return north in late autumn or early winter with their chicks in 
one of the greatest feats of navigation imaginable.  

The birds take advantage of global wind systems or are said to be capable of flying 
at about 60 kph without wind assistance.  
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The nests are in burrows sometimes about a metre long which honeycomb most of 
the islands where the limestone has weathered to a hard but sandy consistency. 

The islands also support a population of stick nest rats which are about the size of a 
rabbit and once extinct elsewhere.  They are now restored by intensive captive 
breeding programs on other islands and on the mainland. 

We had difficulty in finding any sticks on the island which seemed suitable for nest 
building. 

The islands are also an important nesting site for the protected Cape Barren Goose. 

A good starting point for consideration of the fauna is to be found in Robinson et al. 
South Australia's Offshore Islands (supra). 

Generally 166 – 8.  

Birds 366 – 371. Cape Barren Geese 75 – 77, 258, Short tailed Shearwater 
66, Fleshy footed Shearwater 67 – 9, 

Greater Stick nest rat. 105, 167. 

Mammals. 364 – 365. 

Reptiles. 372 – 4, Black Tiger Snake 48 – 50, 107 – 8. 

Southern Brown Bandicoot. 98-99 

 

The population of the rare Southern Brown Bandicoot which exist on both the 
Franklin Islands and may also be found on St Peter or St Francis Islands. 

Less benign occupants are the Black Tiger-Snakes. 

Informed minds differ as to whether they are a subspecies of Tiger snake or whether 
the differences between various populations particularly those on offshore islands 
are simply differences in colour. It is well-known that the snakes in which feed on 
mutton bird chicks are bigger stronger darker and sometimes with flashes of lighter 
colours than those who are dependent on small lizards and other reptiles. 

Whatever the case may be the snakes are aggressive, highly venomous and often 
secrete themselves in a disused mutton bird burrow will attack if disturbed by a 
stumbling visitor. 

A walk ashore on Franklin Islands for which specific individual permission from 
NP&W is needed or any of the other islands inhabited by large colonies of mutton 
birds with their attendant snakes is not a danger free operation.  Access has from 
time to time been prohibited and has at other times allowed with specific permission. 
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18. WEST COAST   CEDUNA /THEVENARD.  

  

 (Note.  Check with Admiralty List of Lights or updated chart for any changes since 
as there are many lights and beacons lit or unlit for Thevenard and environs.) 

 

SOURCES. 

 

CHARTS. 

Aus 120. Approaches to Thevenard. See note above. 

Aus 122. 

 

TIDES. 

Thevenard is a Standard port 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION. 

            

Admiralty Sailing Directions, Australia Pilot, Vol 1. 3rd Edition 2011.Paras 
10.56, 10.69, 10.71.  

Admiralty Sailing Directions, Australia Pilot, volume 1. 1973 – 1975, p 55.. 

Robinson et al. South Australia's Offshore Islands. Supra 

Personal notes and photographs   

Personal notes of Capt. J H Halliday. 

Notes and charts drawn from conversations with Capt D P Manthorpe. 

Images and chartlets as under. 

Scarce Graham, A Cruising Guide to the Historic West Coast. 
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The township of Ceduna, its environs and its port, Thevenard is the last all weather 
stopover with facilities if westbound before Esperance 800 miles to the West but is 
well North of the rhumb line between Capes Catastrophe and Leeuwin. 

It is the next best refuge after Streaky Bay if weather bound and provided you are 
prepared to move when the wind changes and will give reasonable 360° shelter in 
most conditions in sand weed and rock usually within easy reach of the shore. 

It also provides a reasonable base for exploration of Nuyt’ s archipelago, Smoky 
Bay, the more remote places to the Northwest and for reprovisioning and changing 
crew. 

The township is situated on the Western shore of Murat Bay and offers reasonable 
facilities including regular air services to Adelaide a hospital, schools , S.E.S. 
(Through local police /Port manager) water at Thevenard wharf, supermarkets, 
medical and dental practices, hospital, police and court facilities, refuelling, maritime 
pilotage and a tug, railway, medical and dental practices, taxi services, a welcoming 
yacht club together with two pubs with reasonable accommodation and better than 
average pub food. 

About 20% of the population is aboriginal, unemployed, marginally educated and 
underprivileged comprising mostly of descendants of aboriginal people compulsorily 
moved to the coast from the desert when the atomic tests were conducted at 
Maralinga. Alcohol and other substance abuse is rife and race relations are less than 
congenial. 

Thevenard is a deep-water port of entry for the export of grain and gypsum and is 
managed by Flinders Ports (flindersports.com.au) with Customs and Quarantine 
services . 

The weather station, situated at the airport provides upgrades every 30 min and the 
local weather radar has a composite range of up to 512km.See BOM website) 

Such is the detail of the Sailing Directions and the large scale Port plan that the 
approaches to Ceduna and Thevenard are self-evident and any amateur 
commentary is unnecessary.  However there is particular information relevant to 
yachts and other small vessels which is not covered. 

The relevant paragraphs of the Sailing Directions are set out below for convenient 
reference. 
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Anchorages on East shore off township 

 

APPROACHES. 

 

From the above you can be seen that Ceduna can be approached through the well-
marked and lit Yatala channel (Check latest charts and Notices to Mariners for 
changes) which is always used by commercial shipping or the Waterwitch channel 
which passes to the East. 

The approach via Waterwitch channel is unlit except for the flasher Fl 3s 5M at the 
tip of the northern spit of St Peter island and the light at Cape Vivonne Fl 1.5s 14m 
8M. 

Both have sufficient depth permitting safe passage by smaller vessels although at 
night or in conditions of poor visibility the Yatala channel should always be used as 
the channel is much better lit with no distracting background lighting as is the case 
with Port Adelaide. 

The ebb and flows of the tides follow the channels. 
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There are a number of anchorages suitable for small craft. 

Murat Bay is very sheltered but the bottom over much of the bay consists of prolific 
weed with a thin layer of sand or mud over limestone making anchoring in strong 
winds problematic particularly from NW to SW off the township . It is safe enough 
almost anywhere in moderate conditions but I would be reluctant to leave a boat 
unattended if the forecast was for fresh winds from any quarter. 

 

 

ANCHORAGES 

 

18.1. CAPE THEVENARD 

There are deep pockets of sand in clear water at indicative 32 08 031S 133 
39 284E along the North shore of the Cape and its lee in Easterly through to 
South-Westerly conditions. There are probably others but this was the best 
we found close to the town. 

 

18.2. TOWN JETTY. 

The jetty extends in a westerly direction from about the centre of the township 
and is now used only for recreational purposes only.  There was a depth of 
between 3 and 4 m from the head of the jetty for about half its length. 

It is close to the pubs, supermarkets and other facilities but there is no trolley 
provided for the ferrying of stores. There is no fresh water tap on the jetty but 
there is at the Thevenard wharf. 

Neither side of the jetty is equipped with a ladder so it is best to take (or 
make) your own rope ladder if intending to moor at the jetty. 

We anchored on the south side of the jetty on first visitation and tied stern- to 
allowing the catenary of the chain to keep us off . However by 2013 a wooden 
belting had been added to the North side of the jetty such that it was possible 
to lay alongside in good weather if properly fendered while taking stores. 

It is unwise to leave a yacht alongside or even moored off the jetty unattended 
at any time as the local children endemic to the jetty have highly developed 
souveniring skills. The bottom is littered with abandoned supermarket trolleys. 
Leaving a dinghy on the beach for 100 yards or so either side of the jetty 
suffers from the same problem. Attempts to recover souvenired property were 
seen as harassment 
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The jetty anchorage is exposed in North-westerly to South-westerly conditions 
with accompanying chop but does provide temporary shelter in other 
conditions although the layer of mud and sand is said to be thin. 

 

18. 3. YACHT CLUB 

The yacht club is situated about a quarter of a mile south of the jetty and is 
easily identified as a large white building on the seafront with a tell-tale flag 
mast. 

Anchorage is in the area off the yacht club according to draft in white patches 
within easy reach of the shore by dinghy. 

There is a large submerged rock (position not recorded) in the vicinity which is 
not apparent on any of the charts or images.  It is easily seen on site as a 
black brown lump in otherwise clear weed and sand especially when the sun 
is high. 

We preferred this anchorage for shore access rather than at the jetty as 
landing on the beach is easy and does not attract as much local interest. 

There is a boat ramp to facilitate transporting stores from taxi to dinghy. 

There is almost always someone in the bar at the yacht club who is willing to 
help slake a well-earned thirst. 

The yacht club is very hospitable and provides an evening meal one night a 
week. 

The chart shows good anchorage almost anywhere along the North shore of 
Cape Thevenard also according to draught but the layer of sand over the 
limestone/granite bedrock is of variable thickness. 

Note that the narrow beach is backed by low weathered limestone rocks with 
limited access to the esplanade other than the boat ramp adjacent to the club. 

It is in one of the caves along this stretch of the coast that the body of a young 
girl, Olive Mary Hatton was found leading to the controversial conviction of 
Rupert Max Stuart, an aboriginal man in 1958. 

In the supervening years the trial and subsequent Royal Commission has 
been the subject of much academic and political comment. For example see, 
Inglis K.S. The Stuart Case. Black Inc. 2002. ISBN 1 86395 243 8. 

A recreational park along the foreshore is named in memory of the victim. 
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Small vessels may anchor much closer to the shore than is indicated by the 
symbol on the chart. 

 

18.4. DENIAL BAY. 

If threatened by strong North through to Southwest move across Murat Bay to 
the anchorage East of the Denial Bay jetty and settlement 

The passage Northwest from the town jetty is quite clear and the Denial Bay 
jetty light (Fl 4s 6m 8M ) is visible from town jetty, the yacht club and in 
northerly conditions from a position about half way between Cape Vivonne 
and Cape Thevenard (provided there is no dust storm !). 

The Sailing Directions indicate that the jetty light is operational intermittently 
but on four separate years in February/March when we have anchored off the 
jetty the light was fully operational in hours of darkness. 

On one occasion the jetty light was partially obscured by a fishing boat 
alongside the jetty. 

The anchorage is East south-east of the jetty according to draft in sand and 
much weed. 

The settlement at Denial Bay consists of fifty or so demountable houses which 
were purchased as a job lot by a developer when Woomera closed down and 
were trucked to Denial Bay and reassembled. 

There is a narrow dredged channel which extends East -south-east from the 
head of the jetty which make mooring alongside the jetty possible with shallow 
draft but we not explore it.  Local knowledge needed. 

 

18.5. BOAT HARBOUR (NOT TRIED) 

Aus 120 shows a boat harbour on the southern side of Cape Thevenard to the 
east of a small promontory. 

I recall a small slipway which appeared to be derelict and some unoccupied 
moorings. 

I assume that the slipway would not have been built and the moorings not 
established unless there was reasonable shelter and good holding in the area 
but I have had no experience of it.   

 

18.6.  DAVENPORT CREEK . 
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Davenport is a tidal creek which extends in a Southwesterly and then a 
Northwesterly direction from the main channel into Tournville Bay. 

It provides good holding in sand and mud at the bend with 360° shelter and is 
famous for its security in all weather, fishing and for the adventurous 
swimmer, sea lice aplenty. 

It is also the place where most of the world’s mosquito population lives.  
Clouds of predatory mosquitoes descend on the unwary at night, particularly 
those who have the temerity, wear white clothing display a light of any type or 
even to breathe. They are a serious problem such that the use of insect 
screens as well as coils and Aeroguard is mandatory.   

The Sailing Directions. Volume 1.3rd edition 2011 at Para 10.55 states: 

"Tournville Bay 

10.55. 

 Description. Tournville Bay is situated between Point Peter 
(32° 12 S. 133° 29 E. and Cape Beaufort (4 1/2 miles east north-
east). Drying sandbanks occupy the greater portion of the Bay, 
the shores of which are, for the most part, lined with mangroves; 
the coast near Cape Beaufort however is steep. 

Davenport Creek is a mangrove creek on the south side of the 
Bay. The least depth outside its entrance is 2.1m, but within the 
depths increase to about 4m. 

Local knowledge is essential. 

Tidal streams attain a rate of 2 1/2 kn in the Bay at springs. 

Anchorage may be found for vessels of less than 3.7 M draft in 
Davenport Creek, but the space is confined and it is necessary 
to moor. The most convenient place is at the S end of the first 
reach where the direction of the Creek turns NW. 

No visit to Ceduna is complete without a stopover in Davenport Creek 
and particularly so in bad weather. At the anchorage the thick jungle of 
healthy bright green mangroves on the north bank contrast with the 
blindingly white sparsely vegetated mobile sandhills on the south bank 

The entrance to Tournville Bay and passage to the anchorage inside 
the creek is well illustrated in the accompanying Google image 

The anchorage offers 360° shelter in sand and weed in almost 
any weather imaginable. It is almost completely landlocked. 
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There is no room for seas to build up. Shelter can be had from 
strong westerly or south-westerly winds from high sandhills on 
the north bank which separate the creek from the ocean by a 
short distance. 

According to the chart there is clear passage from the Yatala Channel 
Entrance Light Beacon (32° 11.9 S. 133° 34.5 E) to the South point of 
Point Peter. Steer for that Point for a distance of about 3 3/4 miles until 
the entrance to Tournville Bay becomes apparent on the sounder, then 
feel your way over the sand bar at the entrance and follow the channel 
until the entrance to Davenport Creek becomes apparent to port. The 
deepest water in the channel is said to be close to the sand bar on the 
N.E. shore of Point Peter but that is not apparent on the chart. 

Then proceed until the first reach turning to port as described above 
and shown on the chartlet and the images. 

 

As we discovered to our cost it is best to approach Davenport on a 
clear day when the sun is high which gives a better chance identifying 
the channel which is deep but quite narrow. 

In conditions of low light the approach from outside the creek is difficult 
to distinguish. The outcrops of barely submerged limestone and the 
areas of brownish seaweed which proliferate that area are difficult to 
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distinguish. We did not identify any rocky outcrops at the anchorage 
itself. 

Once inside you will notice that the channel although deep is no more 
than 100 – 200 feet wide with a very steep sides flushed out by the 
strong tides  

The deepest part is at the anchoring position off the Southern bank. 

You will come to a rough lean to shelter at the camping ground on the 
Southern bank and a fish cleaning table. This is the only anchorage I 
have experienced in the creek.  

The tidal flow is quite strong and up to 3 or 4 kt such that anchoring by 
a single bow anchor will involve significant gyrations with tidal changes. 
This is much enhanced by wind shifts The water at the anchorage is 
discoloured by decaying vegetable matter 

We anchored "Adiagio"(50’) comfortably fore and aft at 90° to the flow 
of the channel with the stern anchor on the northern bank which took 
up much of the channel. (I think this is what the Pilot means by saying 
"moor".) 
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There must be soaks or at least some brackish water somewhere 
nearby to support the over population of mosquitos. 
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Davenport Creek is accessible by four-wheel-drive from Ceduna. 

 A local schoolteacher kept his cruising yacht in Davenport Creek for 
many years. Note the four-wheel-drive tracks on the sand in the image 
which are adjacent to the anchorage. 

.. 

18.7. GOAT ISLAND. 

Goat Island is situated about half a mile south-west of the South-West 
point of St Peter Is and is the pilotage contact point for Thevenard. 

There are two anchorages for small vessels. 

The first is described in the Admiralty Sailing Directions. Australia Pilot 
supra at Para 10.54 as follows: 

Anchorage. Temporary anchorage, sheltered from the SE, may 
be found 1 mile N of the E end of Goat Island (32° 19 S. 133° 31 
E.) (10.49), sheltered by the ridge, but the bottom is rocky in 
places. A wreck least charted depth .5 m, lies three cables off 
the north coast of Goat Island and is marked by a buoy (North 
Cardinal).  
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I understand the island to be a recognised dive site. There is a good 
chance of encountering large sharks in the vicinity 

The wreck of the Greek flagged Liberty ship " Eleni K " lies in the 
passage between Goat Is and St Peter Is. The wreck and the 
anchorage are marked on the chartlet. 

After loading grain at Thevenard and barely passing a local survey the 
ship broke her back and sank a few miles south of the harbour. She 
was raised and grounded again on the spit north-east of Goat Island 
where she remains to this day in 11–13 m of water. 

There was no loss of life but the loss was the topic of protracted 
litigation in which the late Len Newton (Finlaysons) acted for the P & I 
Club. 

The wreck is marked by a North Cardinal buoy to the South of the 
wreck and a beacon to the North. It lies in a Southwest- North-east 
orientation and is quite visible from the surface. Some of the masts and 
superstructure appear to be only a few metres below the surface.  The 
buoy is notoriously mobile and often breaks loose. 

Liberty ships were built during World War II as replacements for sunk 
shipping The builders were pioneers in production line shipbuilding and 
were welded instead of riveted. Unfortunately, little was known about 
welding fatigue/porosity and the often overloaded ships broke in two in 
Atlantic gales particularly if overloaded. Many were bought by Greek 
and Italian shipowners including Aristotle Onassis after the war. Age 
wearied them further and many went to the bottom within their 
estimated five-year lifespan.  There is a Wikipedia article on Liberty 
ships. 

The second anchorage also temporary is on the eastern corner of the 
island marked on the chartlet with a white slash across an orange ball 
indicating a dive site as well. 

The locals are generous with their advice as to fishing marks. In my 
(limited) experience the area of sand and weed bounded by Cape 
Beaufort and Pt Peter is good whiting territory. Keep Cape Beaufort 
open on the silos at Thevenard in white patches. 

E of Cape Vivonne and from Wittlebee Pt to Cape D' Estree are mud 
sand and weed flats which produce whiting, squid, scallops and I think 
few cockles. Blue crabs are prolific during summer months. 
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19. WEST COAST   SMOKY and LAURA BAYS.  

 

 

SOURCES. 

 

 CHARTS 

 

Aus120. Approaches to Thevenard. 

Aus 121. 

Aus 341. 

The Waters of South Australia. (D.M.H.) 1986.Chart 43 and accompanying 
notes.   

. 

. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

 

Notes of conversations with Capt DP Manthorpe. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions, Australia Pilot. Volume 3 2011 Paras 10.81- 
10.84. 

Admiralty Sailing Directions, Volume 3 1975. Pp 55-57. 

(Note: since the decline in shipping in this area in the 1960s the Sailing 
Directions have been progressively abbreviated. The 1973 edition Pilot gives 
more extensive information than its successors. 

Scarce. A Cruising Guide Vol 4, p148. 

Three chartlets. 

Wikipaedia,Smoky Bay S.A. 

Personal notes and observations. 
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TIDES 

The tide times and ranges for Smoky and Laura Bays are unknown. It is 
assumed that they do not differ materially from Thevenard. The tide flows 
along the channels and reaches 2 kt at times. 

 

Passage to Laura and Smoky Bays may be achieved through the Waterwitch 
Channel named after the government schooner which surveyed the area in the 
1890s under the command of Capt Bloomfield Douglas R.N. (a former Commodore 
of the Squadron) or from Cape Thevenard. 

Waterwitch provides an alternative for smaller craft to the dredged and well-lit Yatala 
channel which is mandatory for commercial vessels passing to and from Thevenard. 

 

 

 

As the chartlet shows the passage, which is marked with day beacons only to both 
Smoky Bay and Ceduna shows areas of shallow and shifting sand bars but visibility 
is such that navigating the channel is not difficult in daylight with an eye on the 
sounder 
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I have one day only exploring the area by sea as far as Smoky Bay plus an 
exploratory visit by road.  

 

APPROACHES. 

 

I can do no better than commend the wisdom of Pep Manthorpe , the Sailing 
Directions and the large scale chart (Aus120) the; latter two compiled for the benefit 
of commercial shipping. 

Passage to Ceduna (Murat Bay) via Waterwitch Channel from the Franklins is 
achieved by steering 10°C for 8 miles until the red beacon situated to the north 
North-east of the sand spit extending from St Peter island is cleared then steering 
352° for a further 4 miles until the passage between the sand spit extending from the 
the north eastern most point of St Peter Is and the beacon to the south of Cape 
Vivonne is negotiated. 

Then steer 312° m until you enter the shipping channel with a dredged depth of 8.2 
m.  

Following the shipping channel past the sand spit to the south-west and Cape 
Thevenard is achieved by following the chart and taking care to avoid the rocks to 
the South west of the Cape. 

Manthorpe’ s advice is that when approaching from the Franklins destined for Smoky 
Bay steer for about half way between Goalen Rocks and the South-eastern most 
point of St Peter Is until you can identify the port hand beacon immediately to the 
south of the sand island which separates the Waterwitch channel from the passage 
into Smoky Bay 

Put the beacon in transit with the highest point of Cape D'Estrees steer roughly 
North-east until within a few hundred metres of the beacon in about 10 m of water 
then turn to starboard heading roughly East in between 6 and 8 m of depth for about 
5 miles until you encounter the shallow patch of between 4 and 5 m depth halfway 
between Saddle Peak and Eyre Is. 

Once over the shallow patch steer roughly south-east until you reach the anchorage 
in about 3 m depth to the north and north-east of the Smoky Bay jetty in the mud and 
sand. 

The notes of my conversations with Manthorpe indicate that the areas of shoals 
immediately to the South and West of the jetty have poor holding and should be 
avoided. 
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19.1.  NORTH WEST OF SMOKY BAY JETTY. 

The anchorage is marked (for shipping) with an anchor symbol as northwest of the 
jetty but smaller recreational vessels may anchor closer to the shore. 

The coastline on the mainland between Smoky Bay and Laura Bay runs North-west 
to South-east and consists of tidal sand flats backed by limestone and sandy cliffs 
which support blue crabs, razor fish and scallops and more recently, commercial 
oyster leases. 

A passage to Smoky involved in negotiating some relatively shallow areas with a 
deep keel yacht and the surrounding topography is relatively uninteresting 
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19.2.  LAURA BAY 

Laura Bay is shallow, Southward facing and backed by sand flats and low scrub. It is 
about a mile wide and ends in very shallow sand flats. The chart shows a depth of 
2.3 m between the two points of land at the opening. 

We anchored comfortably once only overnight due South of the centre of a line 
between the two points in 4 m of water overnight in light South-westerly conditions. 
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Manthorpe's advice is that Laura Bay is satisfactory in winds from the N.E. through to 
W. but it is very exposed.  Avoid it if weather change is impending. It is a short tip of 
about 15 miles to Ceduna)  

However, if weatherbound Smoky Bay and its environs may provide a reasonable 
place for temporary layover. There is little fetch or build-up of chop in strong 
conditions  . 
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20 .WEST COAST – ISLES OF ST FRANCIS – NUYTS ARCHIPELAGO.  

 

 

SOURCES 

 

CHARTS        

 Aus 120. Approaches to Thevenard..        

 Aus 341. Twin Rocks to Streaky Bay 

 B A 1061  

 

TIDES.   

Assume little difference from Ceduna.  See BOM. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

            

           Flinders.Voyage to Terra Australis. ISBN 10-1849025657.978-18499025652 

           Robinson et al. South Australia's Offshore Islands. Supra 

Notes and records of conversations with Capt DP Manthorpe. 

Riot' s Cruise to Nuyts Archipelago 1993. Anthony Simpson. 

Chartlets and images  

Personal notes and photographs. 

Hand drawn chartlets of St Francis and Masillon islands. 

Bibliography to Robinson et al above. 

 

 

THE ARCHIPELAGO AND ST FRANCIS GROUP. 
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. 

The Archipelago is situated at the confluence of two oceanic currents, the East 
flowing Southern Ocean Current and the West flowing counter current which 
generates diverse terrestrial and marine environment of interest to marine scientists. 
There are many fascinating but rarely visited dive sites.  

It extends from Olive Is South of Cape Bauer in the Southeast to Purdie Is to the 
Northwest and as far south as Cannan Reef, 40 miles South of Thevenard 

Many of the "islands" offer little to the cruising yachtsmen .There are many reefs 
supporting stunted vegetation and hungry seals. Cannan Reef is a spectacular wave 
and windswept series of granite boulders significant for relatively shallow water in the 
vicinity. Southern bluefin tuna feed in the shallower water on their eastward migration 
and a number of world record fish have been caught nearby. 

The St Francis Group of eleven islands extending south from Ceduna will be of the 
most interest to cruising yachtsmen.  All are within an easy half day sail from Ceduna  

A short history of the group is set below. 

 

 

APPROACHES. 

 

Whether approaching from Ceduna , Flinders Is or from the Franklins the safest and 
most accessible anchorage is Petrel Bay on the N Coast of St Francis Is. 

A number of other known and some potential anchorages follow. 

 

 

ANCHORAGES 

 

20.1.  PETREL BAY-- ST FRANCIS ISLAND. 

 The bay is crescent shaped and open to the North north-west and about a mile 
across. It takes up most of the northern shore of the island and is backed to the by a 
white beach with several limestone outcrops . 
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. ……..

 

Isles of St Francis group 

 

 

Good shelter exists in West north-west through South to Southeast winds although 
the latter generates a chop which rounds the East Point causing some overnight 
discomfort. 

Artefact appearing on the image below is cloud. 
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. 

Anchor in the centre of the bay or in the South-west or South-east aspects 
depending on wind direction. Landing on the beach is easy in most conditions  

There is 5 to 6 m depth within 300 m of the beach and throughout the bay in weed 
sand and probably some rock 

Petrel Bay is the ideal base for day trips about the islands and is within easy reach of 
Goat Is, the Franklins,Ceduna or Streaky Bay if the anchorage  becomes untenable. 

There are no large scale charts of St Francis Is. 

King George whiting may be caught off the beach at slack water. 
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Petrel Bay from the centre of the anchorage looking South 

 

 

If you are prepared to brave the nesting burrows and the snakes the island is well 
worth exploring with sharp eyes and stout boots. 

Flinders acknowledged the 16th century Dutch discovery and named the Archipelago 
after Pieter Van Nuyts an official on the ship Guilden Zeepaard.. 

Historians and archaeologists argue whether there may have been unknown other 
Dutch ships which, miscalculating the longitude when running on dead reckoning 
below 40° S from the Cape of Good Hope to Batavia and turned North too late.  

The island has a colourful and tragic history of valiant human endeavour but has 
been unoccupied since 1967. 
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 It is now part of the St Francis Islands' Conservation Park. ( Robinson et al, South 
Australia's Offshore Islands. Supra pp. 152 – 157). 

The island is surrounded by deep water with some excellent dive spots.. 

 

FLORA AND FAUNA. 

 

Although St Francis has been ravaged by agriculture the remanet native flora and 
fauna of the island are comprehensively described by Robinson et al. Supra at 
pages 153 -156. 

Apart from a summer population of more than a quarter of a million mutton birds 
there are colonies of the Southern Brown Bandicoot which is said to be a variant of 
the animal almost extinct on the mainland. 

The island is a recognised nesting site of Cape Barren Geese and supports a 
population of Sea Eagles and Ospreys. 

There are carpet pythons and tiger snakes which feed on the fat mutton bird chicks. 

Some coastal vegetation remains but there is an increasing population of box thorn 
bushes cultivated by early settlers as fences and windbreaks. 

 

20.2..MASILLON IS. 

 

Masillon is about 2m South of St Francis and is well worth a visit. 

The entire coast is granite/limestone except for a small area of low bushes (probably 
saltbush) in the South corner of the bay  
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Masillon Is chartlet 

 

Once inside the bay the landscape resembles the inside of a volcanic crater or an 
amphitheatre with decayed limestone rock falls and cascades of scree. 

There is no beach but landing is possible with low swell and great care. Once 
ashore, professional rock climbing skills are an advantage 

The anchorage is in is a large bay on the western side which almost bisects the 
island as shown in the images 

Anchor in 4 – 8 m close to the shore. 

Good shelter is provided winds SSW-N but only when swell is low (Manthorpe) 

The bay is deep with weed, gravel and sand and it is possible to anchor to the 
catenary and a stern anchor within 30 m or so off the cliffs (as Anthony Simpson did 
in 1994) when the swell is low to harvest abalone and perhaps a crayfish or two. 
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Masilon Is.  3D image.looking into anchorage from W. 

 

 

Ant Simpson reports that some of the locals prefer this anchorage to Petrel Bay in 
strong south-easterly conditions as there is less swell. 

My only experience has been two day visits and a single overnight stay in calm 
conditions with almost no swell.  

According to Robinson et al, supra at p 161, Masilon supports a colony of native 
Bush Rats, mutton birds and various reptiles. 
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Masillon Is showing anchorage 

 

 

There is no evidence of human activity and it is difficult to see how the island could 
be of any commercial value. 

Plant life consists of “wind and sand tolerant vegetation.  Originally dominated by 
Nitre bush this habitat is now invaded by introduced African box thorn”  

There seems to have been considerable traffic from birds carrying and excreting box 
thorn seeds. 

Brief exploration ashore on two separate occasions separated by two years we were 
not able to find anything suggestive of fresh water. 
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20.3.  FENELON ISLAND. 

 

 

Fenelon Is chartlet showing potential anchorage on NW coast 

 

 

Fenelon is about a mile South of Masillon.  It is possible to pass between the two 
islands taking care to avoid the reef to the North of Fenelon .  

The image details the shape of the island and some of its topography. The reef 
usually breaks 

This island is notable for spectacular rock formations, blowholes and huge crevasses 
and fractures in the underlying granite and the presence of ancient pigmy eucalypts 
less than knee-high. 
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Fenelon Is showing landing beach on W coast with protective reef reported by Ant Simpson. 

 

Robinson et al, supra wrote at p 162 

 

"These "trees" are the only eucalypts to be found in the St Francis Group and 
their persistence on this far outpost is a mystery. The stand is doubtless the 
last remains of a population stranded by the island's initial isolation more than 
9000 years ago. As there was no evidence of these trees ever having 
flowered or fruited their possible age is a humbling thought"  

 

There is an anchorage and landing at a white beach on the eastern side of the island 
behind the reef although any significant SE swell would likely make it untenable. 
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"….… We anchored confidently in the little bay behind the large rock 
contained in the reef that gives the Cove protection from the E. This reef 
changes direction and runs to the north-east at depth from the end of the 
surface reef. The following bearings were noted: to the middle of the large 
rock 105C to the North end of the Reef 75° C, the north end of the island 350° 
C and the gap in the reef through which the slop that pushed the day before 
was 150° C" . (Anthony Simpson. Riot' s Cruise to Nuyts Archipelago. 
February 1993.). 

This anchorage is marked on the image . The breaking reef described by Ant is 
clearly visible. Apart from a visual inspection in 2002  I have not anchored or gone 
ashore here. 

A further untried but potential anchorage on the NW coast appears on the chartlet 
above. 

 

OTHER POTENTIAL LANDINGS. 

 

20.4.  FREELING ISLAND 

 

 

Freeling Island  (Inspected but not tried). 
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"Landings may be possible if any of the small coves are sufficiently sheltered" 
Robinson et al supra. p 160. ( The Navionics chart is insufficiently detailed-Why 
bother?) 

 

20.5. LACY ISLAND 

 

 

Lacy Island. (Inspected but not tried).. 
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"Landing on the main island by boat may be possible if the swell is low and a 
sheltered cove can be found. It would pay to keep in mind the Arnold family's 
misfortune when they attempted to graze sheep on Lacey. 100 sheep were 
landed there in the 1914 drought, but the swell was too high to get them off 
and all died over the hot summer months"  Robinson et al supra p 166. (Ditto) 

 

 

20.6.  EVANS ISLAND 

 

 

 

Evans Island (Inspected but not tried) 
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"Sheltered access is usually possible in the small bay intruding into the 
eastern side of the northernmost tip.  (Robinson et al, supra p 164.) 

 

The above seemed suitable for landing only but might be a reasonable 
anchorage in North-west through East to South weather depending on swell. 

The only other potential landing areas identified by us was the indentation 
South-east of the breaking reef on the North-east coast of the island. which 
appeared calm in South – North West conditions and absent South-West 
swell  

 

 

 

 

HISTORY. 

Flinders was aware of the discovery of the archipelago by Pieter Nuyts and Francis 
Thijssen in 1627 in the 400 tonne Guilden Zeepaard (Golden Seahorse).  

Nuyts was a principal of the Dutch East India company and in charge of the 
expedition and Thijssen was the ship’s master.  St Francis and St Peter islands were 
named after their respective patron saints.  It is said to be the first recorded 
discovery of what is now South Australia. 

The chart, obviously of the West Coast of Australia was published in 1644 and drawn 
by the French cartographer, Thevenot (after whom Thevenard was named) has 
survived. Nuyts was unimpressed with his discoveries and no other records survive. 

Informed historians and archaeologists differ on whether there may have been other 
Dutch ships which, in the absence of reliable chronometers miscalculated the 
longitude when running on dead reckoning below 40° S from the Cape of Good Hope 
to Batavia and turned North too late.  Many came to grief on the coast of Western 
Australia.  Others argue that the expedition was deliberately exploratory and not a 
result of miscalculation. 

The French explorer, D Entrecasteux visited 1792 and was equally unimpressed. 

The archipelago and in particular St Francis Island have a colourful and tragic history 
of valiant human endeavour.  Since 1967 the island has been part of the St Francis 
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Islands Conservation Park and is of world significance (Robinson et al., South 
Australia’s Offshore Islands.  Supra pp152-157). 

 

 

 

1644 map of New Holland with Isles St Francoise and St Pierre noted in bottom centre 

After calling at what became Fowlers Bay Flinders reached Petrel Cove on St 
Francis Island in early February 1802.  It became the starting point of his voyage of 
discovery of the south coast of Terra Australis.  As is well known he commenced 
charting on 8 February 1802, accurately charted the coastline both gulfs until he 
encountered Baudin on 7 April 2002, a mere 2 months later. His charts remain highly 
accurate to this day. 

St Francis Island was first settled in 1859, 22 years the establishment of the colony 
by Robert Barr Smith as a Crown lease and since that time passed through a 
succession of lessees running sheep growing grain and guano mining.  
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Despite its remoteness the island had freshwater springs and the advantage of being 
free of local indigenous people who found sheep a good deal easier to catch than 
kangaroos. 

Various lessees including Barr Smith communicated with the fledgling settlement at 
Ceduna and with Adelaide and Port Lincoln with their own small unweatherly and 
engineless trading vessels.  It is hard to imagine the difficulties of sailing them to and 
from St Francis Island and Adelaide or even Port Lincoln at any time of the year. 

The island suffered the ravages of human occupation including cats rats overgrazing 
and tired soil 

Successive lessees struggled on with declining success until 1914 when an 
earthquake caused poisoning of the springs.  

Attempts at agriculture ceased in 1939 .The island was left to its own devices until 
1967 when it became part of a Conservation Reserve.  In 1972, along with the other 
islands of the St Francis group it became a Conservation Park.   
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21.  WEST COAST – NORTH WEST OF CEDUNA. 

(From West to East) 

FOWLERS BAY/PORT EYRE. 

POINT SINCLAIR/PORT LE HUNTE. 

POINT BELL. 

 

 

*NOTE: 

(1.)  We chose not to visit these anchorages by sea on previous cruises as 
they were accessible by road, they didn’t appear to be much to see, each is a 
lee shore or in the prevailing summer South easterlies.  Visiting all three 
involved at least a 120 mile round trip with a return journey which is usually 
directly up wind at the sacrifice of time at more interesting and sheltered 
places.  A single exploratory road trip is insufficient to provide definitive 
comment however I include the following information as a potential starting 
point for intending cruisers.  More information is essential. 

(2.)  As previously observed, successive editions of the Sailing Directions 
contain less information, the earlier editions being more specific.  What 
follows is from the 1973 edition.  The relevant charts of the area contain 
frequent reference to reliability diagrams and the absence of recent surveys 
some last conducted in the early 1900s.  I understand that plans for fresh 
surveys in about 2015 have been shelved.  

 

SOURCES: 

 

CHARTS. 

AUS 121. 

B.A 1059, 1061. 

Aus 341. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION. 
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Admiralty Sailing Directions.  Australia Pilot 1973 Edition.  Volume 1 Chapter  
4. Pp 51 – 53.  (Reproduced below). 

Admiralty Sailing Directions.  Australia Pilot 2011 Edition.  Volume 1 Chapter 
10.  Paragraphs 10.41 – 10.44. 

Scarce. A cruising guide to the historical West Coast.  1988  Volume 4.  Pp 
184 – 193. 

Chartlets and images as reproduced below. 

Nullarbor net.com.a.u./towns/fowlers Bay. 

 

 

OBSERVATIONS. 

(1.)  From the chartlets and images below, each of the three anchorages is on 
the East or North east side of low rocky promontories protected in part by a 
projection of the promontory to the East and in each case a reef which 
extends more or less in an East or North direction from the southern extremity 
of the promontories. 

Flinders wrote: 

“Fowlers Bay, however may be useful to a ship in want of a place to 
shelter.  It is open to the three points of the compass between South – 
East – by south and east south-east and it was evident from the plants 
growing close to the Waterside, that are well capable of injuring a 
vessel at anchor was seldom if ever thrown into it” 

His acute observations are perpetuated in successive Sailing Directions 
volumes and are apparent on visiting. 

(2.)  Each provides shelter from both wind and swell from NNW through to 
SSE including the usual long low SW swell.  The reefs attenuate both wind 
and swell (particularly the latter) from the prevailing summer South-easterlies. 

(3.)  I am unable to comment whether the attenuation continues if the wind 
swings to the East as it often does overnight. 

(4.)  I note that once the wind goes E each anchorage, although in sand is on 
a lee shore. 

(6.)  I commend the relevant pages of the Directions and the chartlets set out 
below.  Note that the recommended anchorage positions are for commercial 
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shipping and that lesser draft vessels may be able to anchor further south and 
closer to the shore 
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FOWLERS BAY/PORT EYRE.  ANCHORAGES APPEAR TO BE IN SAND SOUTH-EAST AND NORTH-EAST OF 
THE JETTY.  Note.  Attenuation of the swell indicated by S end of the surf line north of the jetty. 
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POINT SINCLAIR/PORT Le HUNTE.  Note reef extending in south-easterly direction, attenuation of the 
swells and the prospect of anchoring small vessels further south and closer to the shore. 
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POINT BELL.  Note sweep of the point to the east.  Anchorage is as far south as possible, protected by 
the reef in 4 m of sand. 
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22. WEST COAST – LILLIPUT. 

 

 

 

Jonathan Swift wrote Gulliver's Travels in 1726 and described the location of Lilliput 
as under 

". We were driven by a violent storm to the North West of Van Diemans Land.  

By observation, we found ourselves in the latitude of 30° 2 min south. 12 of 
our crew were dead by immediate labour and ill food; the rest were in a very 
weak condition." 

Some of the local tourist literature puts Lilliput at or near Streaky Bay,Ceduna or the 
Isles of St Francis however by my rough reckoning, its Latitude is about 90m north of 
Ceduna -a somewhat less watery locale. Swift provides no Longitude. 

The storm must have been fierce and long lasting since the position N of Ceduna is 
about 800 m NW of Stanley on the NE coast of Tasmania. 

Although it was believed at the time that there was a large land mass somewhere to 
the South there were no accurate chronometers or charts and probably very few 
reports. 

Needless to say navigation skills at the time were very primitive and very few records 
were available. 
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23. WEST COAST  BIBLIOGRAPHY AND APPENDICES.   

 As at 31st Jan 2013. 

 

 

ARCHAEOLOGY. 

Stantiforth et al. Archaeology unearths people without history: Aboriginals, women 
and children at South Australian shore based whaling stations. Journal of Pacific 
Maritime History.  Vol 36 No3 2001 

 

EXPLORATION AND SHIPPING. 

Flinders – Voyage to Terra Australis.gutenberg.net.au 

From the diaries – Flinders place names on West Coast. gutenberg.net.au 

Sturt Charles. An account of the sea coast anterior of South Australia, ISBN 978 
1724 497 451 

Notice to Mariners  No 9 of 1885. Discovery of rocky patch between Streaky Bay and 
Venus Harbour. 

Ships of the Coast Steamship Company. Flotilla Australia 

Southern Passages. A Maritime History of South Australia Ronald Parsons  1986. 
ISBN 0 949268 66 6. 

Fitted for the voyage. A history of the Adelaide Steamship Company. 1875-1975. 
Michael Page.ISBN 085 1799 183.  

The Jetties of South Australia. Past and Present. Neville Collins.2005. ISBN0-
9580482-2-3.   

 

FLORA AND FAUNA. 

The Peninsular Coastal Action plan and Conservation Priority Study. 
landscape.sa.gov.au 
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Helicopter survey of islands off the Port Lincoln coast.  Michael Schwarz, Mineral 
Resources Group.PIRSA  April 1998 

Wikipedia. Investigator Group.. 

Investigator Islands Birdlife.org 

Wikipaedia. Nuyts archipelago. 

Eyre Penninsula Coastal Action Plan and Conservation Priority Study. Pp126-135. 

 

MAMMALS: 

Southern Brown Bandicoot (Nuyts Archipelago) environment.sa.gov.au 

Australian Fauna. Brush-tailed Bettong. data.environment .sa.gov.au 

Case study: The greater stick-nest rat.  Environment sa.gov.au 

Tammar Wallaby, Pest risk assessment. Tasmania Parks and Wildlife 

South Australia. Advice to the Minister from Threatened Species scientific committee 
– Pearson Island Black-footed Rock-Wallaby. 

Black-footed Rock-Wallaby (Pearson Island) rootourism. 

Australian Sea Lion. Australian museum 

Wikipedia. Australian Sea Lion. 

.New Zealand Fur Seal. Marine mammal science 

 

BIRDS. 

Wikipedia. Osprey. 

Ditto. Pacific Gull. 

Ditto. Pied Oyster catcher. 

Ditto. Fleshy Footed Shearwater. 

Ditto. Short-tailed Shearwater 

aussibirding. Short-tailed Shearwater. 

Oz animals. White-faced Storm-petrel. 
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SNAKES 

Tiger Snake. Australian museum. 

 

MARINE. 

The Marine and Freshwater Fishes of South Australia.(2nd Edition)1974.Scott, Glover 
and Southcott. SA Gov. 

Coastal Fishes of South Eastern Australia.Kuiter. 1994. ISBN1 86333 067 4 

The Crustaceans of South Australia. Parts 1and 2.1927-1929.Herbert M Hale.  SA 
Gov. 

South Australian Mollusca. Bernard C Cotton FRZS.1961. SA Gov. 

Marine Invertibrates of Southern Australia Parts 1 and 2. S A Shepherd and I M 
Thomas  S A Gov 1989. 

Australian Marine Life.Plants and Animals of Temperate Waters.Graham Edgar 
2001. ISBN1 876334 38X 

 

CRUISES BY OTHERS. 

CYCSA website. 

Ant. Simpson. Riot' s Cruise to Nuyts Archipelago 1993. 

Gunnersen.  "Tilting at Windmills" in Lilliput. 

Wood Chris. Land based tour to the West Coast of South Australia 

 

The Australian. 7 August 2009.Failed abalone farm at Waldegrave Is . 

The Stuart Case.KS. Inglis. Black Inc. ISBN1 86395 243.8. 

Ice Blink. Scott Cookman. Wiley and Sons(20000) ISBN 0 471 37790 2 


